
HixoMi urges Canadian unity 


OlfAWA (8)— 9* Wl nWntt Q«f Britatai BfcdCaaMflustorcanrin 
• gated, braved piumtcn sail Mteurt BrHrti iprrtlwg Qnetocc Saadgy to 
..he%» cfitlnlc.Cindh^ garinmt boBday amid a coattttvtioud aids. 
* Mi — all ■ w i nf fjmrli r m ri lir n it ftrr ant fn ntmr fhir rpnim i tn n U fi fl tii mi I 
■ park h 8d^QBd>cc, fiff Mf a boar Kcwnpaa kd by Prime Mtafattr 
Brin Hrinatr liod nikarttd Boyd CrtaBai Mount e d ft**. Some 
j^a«i ja a afl rtQBebeo pi , rann i iU i ii «>fcg^relMt wade of aa accord that 
wmiMlM^«yiw^>ftf aMlrjiHn<acaaaadbdaai»Bde^,^aBrfapa>wl»| 
pvtaf ifBtaf the queen's wJc.~**Knawfay Cmiflim at we# at I do, X 
chum* bdkme (bat they wffl aol be abfe, altar a period of cats reflection, is 
Had a way tfaraegh jKtttat ififnatHW the (pacts aUtaat earlier 
Mwwt HB addns fa Ottawa. **l bb |hd to be here at tbia wulflii 
tiaae,'* dw add. The snsBtd Mwch Lake Accord MM h Jane 33 alter 
two province* -fidled- to ratty the pact that was designed to Bake Quebec 
part et the uMi n ttotliw , wfcidi the province i rfnwrf toUgatn BB. hi kto 
ttWft nuuUug Cntdbo wn Me nfl ai under BritUb rale is lfld7, 
Mwbrwiej aikanricdged there m a ertafc bat add the t a wny bad 
opnrhred great c bafienges beftre. 
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Serbia holds referendum 

BELGRADE CAP) — Serb* rated Sunday la a ttfertadum am whether to 
hold free elections before adoption of a new comttattou that wcuM*"*"* 
BBtoDdoty of the ettedc ABnafan mfaurity ia Kosovo province. 
wm fight on a bot Sunday la Bdgrade, whkh sores aa bath of the federal 
mfgHfftat and flit it|^ of Serbia* Voting wfll continue ana 

mate are to be released Toeaday. Serbian Cammanist Preside** Sobo*»“ 
MBoflcrfc mwwnrttl the referendum last Monday tor Serbia, t he larges t <* 
Yagoriaria's six repabfict. It was preceded by a barrage of 
the state-ram mafia caSing on voters to support a delay to fr** 
Kn««bf .»i m wn« for whfch no date haabeen f*T 

Serbia's rv— rf-t ao fl aorttte* ba the past have rejected W esteitH djk 
pfaraUsm. Bat oppoafflon parties, aftboogb ttffl mega), are tolmM. »7 


the first free cfccUom ha 45 yearn for local kghia t me* . Both efcc tkmi wm 
won by centre-right parties which t r o un ced (he reformed Cvmmtm® 

parties that caBtd the tLctkan 
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HAPPY E1X> 

The Jordan Vanes wffl not be 
puMbfacd on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Fri- 
day on account of the Eld 
boHday. The next bsae of the 
newspaper wffl appear on 
Saturday, July 7. 

- The Jordan Times wishes its 
. readers and advertisers a very 
happy Eid Ai Adha. 


Arab ministers to 
meetJuIylfi 

TUNIS (R) — The Arab League 
has proposed July 16 as the date 
for an emergency meeting of 
foreign ministers on the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict and the U.S. 
decision to suspend talks with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). The meeting was 
. originally set for last Wednesday 
but it was postponed after not 
enough ministers were able to 
attend. PLO Chairman Yassar 
Arafat told reporters Saturday 
night they would now meet on 
July 16.' Arab diplomatic sources 
said they doubted that any of the 
21 members would object to the 
new date. 

Levy leaves hospital 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Foreign 
Minister David Levy was released 
Sunday from Hadassah hospital 
where he underwent treatment of 
a heart condition, hospital offi- 
cials said. Last month. Levy spent 
11 days at Haemek hospital in 
Afola following a minor heart 
. attack. Levy was hospitalised 
again last Thursday and received 
treatment to expand head arter- 
ies. Hadassah hospital officials 
described die freatoerit^as'^suc- 
cessful.” 

Cat Stevens refused 
entry to Israel 

TEL AVIV (R) — Former pop 
star Cat Stevens, who took the 
name Yousef Islam when be con- 
verted to Islam, was refused entry 
by Israeli authorities Sunday. 
Airport officials said they turned 
away Islam, 41, who was accom- 
panied by Us eight-year-old son, • 
for his alleged preachings against 
Israel. Stevens bad dozens of hit 
records in the 1970s. 

Gorbachev restores 
citizenship to 
3 emigre writers 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent MHchail Gorbachev has res- 
tored Soviet citizenship to three 
leading - writers expelled in the 
19706 for works winch criticised 
the country and .its policies. 
TASS news agency said Gor- 
bachev issued a presidential de- 
cree restoring citizenship to Alex- 
ander Zinovyev, Zhoras Med- 
vedev, and Vladimir Maximov — 
all expelled during the rule of 
former leader Leonid Brezhnev. . 
“The decree issued here today 
says this has been done to ehmin- 
atc the injustice done to them and 
has been prompted by humane 
considerations and goodwill,” the 
agency said. 


Israel releases 
Arab poet 

HAIFA (AP) — An Israeli Arab 
poet charge d with identifying 
with a “terrorist” organisation 
wais reteased from house arrest 
Sunday by district court judge 
; bere.:Shafik Habib, a 49-year-old 
accountant known for his “poli- 
tical poetry, " was placed under 
house arrest in midrJune after 
poioB mMhig^ftMBs could incite 
violence. Publication of Habib’s 
poems , was also banned. The 
.move, sparked protests by Arab 
legislator, and the Palestinian 
Israeli Writers’ Union.' 

W r a 

Algeria help* 
Independent press 


ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian 
government has set aside premfe- 
es m central Algiers to help jour- 
nalists launch independent pub- 
lications, the official news agency 
APS said Sunday- Tim former 
headquarters of the Ministry of 
Higher Education will become a 
“press house” where the new 
publications c* n set up offices, it 
said, ' quoting, government 
sources. . ’ 


Israeli exploitation of Arab 
water blocks peace — Badran 

Prime minister defends economic policy against 
criticism, denies ‘deal’ with Islamic Bloc 


By Satamrib Ne'matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan warned Sun- 
day that Israel’s illegal use of 
water from the occupied territor- 
ies, the Jordan and litani rivers 
and its obstruction of Jordanian 
attempts to get financing for Al 
Wihda Dam could destroy all 
chances for peace in the region. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
said Israel had interfenred with 
the World Bank to Mode the 
financing of the Al Wihda Dam 
project by asserting that it had 
ri ghts over the Yannouk River 
waters. 

“Israel has been able to interfere 
with the World Bank and stop the 
extension of loans for the project." 
Badran sod ia an interview with the 
Jordan Tones and Al Hayat newspap- 
ers. “Israel is daiaanig that it has 
rights in the (Yannouk) River waters 
-and it insists rat having a share,*' the 
prime "linkit-r added. 

He said Jordan would seek financ- 
ing from other sources to go ahead 
with die project winch it had already 
lyiyiiMi in cooperation with Syria. 
The project, which was expected to 
cost $450 million, was designed to 
provide a reserve of 120 mUKon cubic 
metres of water. 


“Jordan is suffering severe water 
shortages,” Badran said. “Israel is 
obstructing the project — using un- 
realistic and illogical excuses... now 
we have a financing problem because 
Israel is saying it wants shares in the 
waters, which made the World Bank 
stop its financing." 

He pointed out that Israel has also 
started pumping Litani River waters 
‘in addition to folly exploiting River 
Jordan waters and pumping it to its 
strategic reservoir in the Tiberias 
Lake." 

“Israel is taking the waters to supp- 
ly new settlements,” Badran said. "If 
these settlements go ahead, then it is 
the end of all chances for peace in the 
region- The use of these waters for 
settlements means turning the page 
on peace forever and ever." 

He said Jordan's position on 
Israel's water claims was unchanged: 
"We will not give up any part no 
matter how small of our water rights 
because we, more than any other 
country in the Middle East, are badly 
in need of water. There is no going 
hack on this position.” 

“We are suffering from water shor- 
tages, including drinking water," 
Badran said. “It is no secret that 
some areas in Jordan do not receive 
water except once every two weeks 
and some villages have no water 
except once every 18 days." 

He said that despite the fact that 


most of Israel's population density is 
on the Mediterranean coast, and the 
o p port u nities available to it for water 
desalination, Israel “continues to 
take our waters... we have confirmed 
information about the size erf the 
damage done to ground water re- 
sources in the West Bank and the size 
of Israeli exploitation of these wa- 
ters.” 

On statements by His Majesty King 
Hussein, Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak about the mounting threat 
of war in the region, Badran said that 
such statements “are aimed at expos- 
ing Israeli aggressive intentions and 
serve as a deterrent that could help us 
avoid a certain disaster.” 

He said Jordan has successfully 
brought world attention to the threats 
inherent in Israeli extremism. 

Domestic policy 

Dismissing criticism of his govern- 
ment!* handling of the economy, 
Badran said his government had 
adopted a national economic plan 
which has already paid off m narrow- 
ing the budget deficit, increasing ex- 
ports and establishing stability that is 
conducive to new investments. 

He said this economic plan “may 
have some negative aspects in terms 
of squeezing expenditure and increas- 
ing the tax burden, but these are 


sacrifices that every society must bear 
if h wants to reform its economy.” 
Responding to claims by parlia- 
mentarians that his economic policies 
did not go beyond the structural 
adjustment programme adopted in 
cooperation with the International 
Monetary Fund, without a solution to 
unemployment and inflation, Badran 
said: “Those who say that we have no 
economic policies know very little 
about economic and social mattets or 
have a shallow knowledge of the 
subject. Jordan is going through a 
dear economic plan. The mrchany 
rate has been stabilised and there are 
no more price fluctuations the way, 
they were before. Exports have made 
great leaps and investments have 
started coming back. All this is an 
integral part of the economic policy 
and not a superficial action or a 
reaction to a specific situation. But 
tiie economy needs a long time before 
it can recover fully. There are social 
problems such as unemployment, and 
some say the government had not 
solved the problem after four or five 
months... if the unemployment crisis 
could be solved m four months, then 
this is not a crisis. There are super- 
powers that fail to handle unemploy- 
ment for years. These are not prob- 
lems that can be solved in months. 
We need economic stability and in- 
vestments... and this is what we are 
(Coatfancd on page 4) 


11 ,000 Soviets arrived in Israel 
in June; Sharon gets new power 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — More 
than 11,000 Soviet Jewish mum- 
grants arrived in Israel in June, 
bringing the number of Soviet 
arrivals in the first half of 1990 to 
over 50,000, an immigration offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

Gad Ben Ari, of the quasi- 
goveramental Jewish Agency, 
told Renters some 12,000 immig- 
rants — 11,015 of them from the 
Soviet Union — arrived last 
month. 

He said a figure of 9,032 re- 
ported earlier was based on arriv- 
als until June 27 but had now 
been updated. 

Jewish Agency officials told a 
news conference broadcast Satur- 
day that 165,000 Soviet Jews were 
expected by the end of the year. 

The cabinet Sunday granted 
emergency powers to Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon to speed] 
up construction of homes and 
avert a major shortage. Israelis 
have staged street protests to 


protest at the lack of affordable 
apartments. 

Sharon, a leading advocate of 
Jewish settlement in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, said 
last week that new immigrants 
would not be settled there, in an 
apparent concession to U.S. and 
Soviet pressure. But he was con- 
tradicted by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir. 

Sharon, who also serves as 
coordinator of immigration, had 
requested the measure adopted 
Sunday to allow the purchase of 
3,000 prefabricated houses, 
cither locally or abroad. 

The measure, .which is to last 
for three months, is to be debated 
Monday by the parliament. Tbe 
Likud bloc of Shamir, to which 
Sharon belongs, commands a 
majority in the parliament. 

The prefabricated units are to 
be set up near nine towns, most in 
the Galilee in the north and in the 


southern Naqeeb desert. 

Israeli contractors have 
opposed the move, arguing that it 
will hurt the local construction 
industry. 

Sharon has said Israel will need 
to build 7,000 new bousing units a 
month to accommodate the flood 
of Soviet immigrants that began 
in the spring of 1989 after the 
Soviet Union eased exit permits. 
Israel’s current rate of construc- 
tion is about 1,660 units a month. 

A shortage of housing has sent 
rents skyrocketing and sparked 
protests by young Israelis who say 
they are being priced out of the 
market. 

Sharon’s request for emergen- 
cy regulations has stirred fear 
among some politicians that he 
may try to assume powers cur- 
rently delegated to municipal 
planning councils and Zionist 
boards. 

Parliament member Yossi 


Sarid of the left-wing Citizens 
Rights Movement said that one- 
tenth of government-funded con- 
struction was going to the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. He ex- 
cluded funding for Arab Jeru- 
salem. 

Sarid noted that there has been 
widespread criticism in the Un- 
ited States and Europe to Israel’s 
continued settlement of Jews in 
the occupied territories. 

Israeli officials, in response to 
the criticism, have pledged that 
Soviet immigrants will not be 
directed to the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“This is another attempt to lie 
to the world,” said Moshe Horo- 
vitz, a spokesman for Sand's par- 
ty- 

“The policy doesn't direct im- 
migrants to the territories, but 
people are thrown there without 
choice because they have no- 
where else to live,” he added. 


King 

receives 

greetings 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday 
received telephone calls from 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. King Hus- 
sein and the two Arab leaders 
exchanged congratulations on 
the occasion of the ‘Eid Al 
Adha feast. 


3 hurt in 
Jerusalem 
bomb blast 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A bomb ex- 
ploded Sunday near a crowded 
pedestrian mall in downtown 
Jerusalem, slightly injuring at 
least three people, police said. 

Police said the device was 
apparently a letter bomb that 
exploded at about 7:40 p.m. 
(1630 GMT) inside a staircase 
mail box just off Jerusalem’s 
Ben- Yehuda shopping mall. 

“There was an explosion in- 
side a staircase... a number of 
people were injured by the 
force of the blast. They are 
being treated. At die moment 
we are completing our sweep 
of the area,” police deputy 
superintendent Zeev Valdiger 
said. 

Police officials announced a 
search for two Palestinians 
seen fleeing the area just after 
the blast. 

At least 11 others were 
rounded op and taken away in 
a police van, witnesses said. 
Israel army radio said police 
prevented angry Israelis from 
attacking the detainees. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
attack. 

A series of homemade pipe 
bombs have been discovered 
in Jerusalem in recent days. 
The last bomb attack in the 
city was on June 26 when a 
bomb that went off at a bus. 
stop lightly injured two Israeli 
women. 

In the most serious of recent 
attacks, an Israeli man was 
killed and nine others were 
injured in an explosion at the 
Ben- Yehuda market in Jeru- 
salem May 28. 

That attack was claimed by 
two Palestinian groups, the 
fundamentalist Islamic Jihad 
and the dissident Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
faction headed by Sa’id 
Mousa. 


Germanys merge economies 


EAST BERLIN (R) — Ger- 
many was economically 
reunited with a single currency 
Sunday as East Germans feted 
with champagne and fireworks 

their decisive step towards poli- 
tical unification with the West. 

Politicians and bankers in 
both East and West Germany 
pronounced “DM-day" a suc- 
cess and said East Gormans had 
shown caution and responsibil- 
ity by withdrawing only a frac- 
tion of their new drotsdnuarks 
to spend immediately. 

The West German mark offi- 
cially became the currency of 
both Germanys at midnight and ^ 
East Germany adopted Bonn’s .* 
free-market system, taxes and 
social legislation, terminating 
45 years of Soviet-inspired com- 
munist economic planning. 

East German Prime Munster 
Lothar de Meniere, cheered by 
weflwishers as he drew cash at 
an East Berlin savings bank,, 
said the economic and monet- 
ary merger was “the first' 
great, irrevocable step to upi- j 
ficatkm. 

Border controls between the; , 
two states officially ceased on 
Sunday for the first time since 
World War H under a treaty 
sign ed by both Interior minis-r 
ters at a frontier crossing piont. 

Roads crossing the now- 
redundant Berlin Wall were re- 
connected and underground 


trains stopped at stations in 
East Berlin which had been 
bricked up since the wall was 
built in 1961 to halt an exodus 
of refugees. 

A popular uprising for demo- 
cracy swept East Germany’s 
hardline Communist ruler 
Erich Honecker from power 
last October and forced the 
opening of the wall in Novem- 
ber. 

More than 10,000 people 
queued for hours on East Ber- 
lin’s central Afoxanderplatz to 
draw money on the stroke of. 
midnight at the first bank to 
open. 

The crowds cheered, whis- 
tled, clapped and wept as the 
first customers crushed their 
way into tiie bank. Several peo- 
ple hunted in the stampede. 

Coalman Hans-Joachim Cor- 
salli, 41, the first to withdraw 
deutschomarks, received a 100* 
marie ($60) gift and a bunch of 
flowers from the Deutsch 
Bank-Kredhbank AG, a joint 
East-West German bank. 

In many places, firewo r k s , 
champagne and all-night parties 
sent off East Germany’s un- 
lamented and worthless mark 
as people waited for most banks 
to open at 9 s-m. (0700 GMT). 

Convoys of booting cars, 
most of them from West Berlin, 
cruised along Unter den lin- 
den, the main avenue from foe 


historic Brandenburg Gate to 
East Berlin, late into the night. 

West Germany's powerful 
central bank, the Bundesbank, 
which now also replaces the 
East German staatsbank, said 
East Gormans withdrew far less 
money than expected from spe- 
cial exchange accounts on the 
first day of monetary union. 

Cash withdrawal of about 4.5 
billion marks ($2.7 billion) 
were below the Bundesbank's 
forecast of six billion ($3.6 bil- 
lion) and far less than its 25- 
bilHon ($15. 1-billion) “worst 
case” scenario. 

West German Finance Minis- 
ter Hhso Waigd said: “The 
East German people have done 
their part to destroy all fears of 
inflation. They have shown a 
sense of responsibility by mak- 
ing far fewer applications for 
withdrawals film they might 
have.” 

East Germans said attributed 
reticence in spending their new 
hard currency to fears of unem- 
ployment and inflation. 

“How can we go out and 
spend ft when we don't know if 
we will stiU have jobs in a 
month’s time?” asked Herbert 
Volfeer, an East Berlin factory 
worker. 

Once-subsidised prices in 
East Berlin’s restaurants and 
bars jumped by up to 100 per 
cent Sunday.- 


Rebels advance 
on Liberian capital 


MONROVIA (Agencies) — Re- 
bels advanced within three 
kilom et res of the capital Sunday 
after residents spent a night at 
terror while soldiers fired wildely 
to scare off the ins urg ents. 

A fourth day in the city passed 
without water and a third day 
without electricity. Both have 
been cut off since rebels took the 
country’s main White Plains wa- 
ter treatment plant and Mount 
Coffc hydroelectric power sta- 
tion within 20 kilometres of Mon- 
rovia. 

Health officials feared a 
cholera epidemic as refugees 
from the fighting con tin ued to 
enter the overcrowded city, 
which is suffering serious food 
shortages. 

Western health workers in 
Monrovia said they had reports 
from rebel-held Buchanan, 
Liberia’s second port after Mon- 
rovia, that young children and old 
people were beginning to die of 
starvation. 

The rebels, who is six months 
have advanced from the north- 
eastern tip of Liberia, this 
weekend fongjbt troops in at least 
six locations in an arc surround- 
ing the capital, which lies on the 
Atlantic coast 

Reports from the fighting were 
sketchy, but no major battles 
appeared to be under way Sun- 
day. 


Fighting occurred less than 
eight kilometres from the execu- 
tive mansion of President Samuel 
Doe Snnday and about 1.5 
kilometres from the country’s 
chief port and the mam road west 
to Sierra Leone. The Sierra 
Leone road is the only one stiU 
open out of the dry. 

Charles Taylor, leader of the 
rebel National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, has called on Doe to 
resign. Doe, who seized power in 
a 1980 army coop, has refused. 

Although Taylor publicly vows 
to capture Monrovia and kill 
Doe, rebel commanders say pri- 
vately they hope to avoid a battle 
for the dty and the fortified 
coastal mansion where Doe, 40, is 
surrounded by Israeli-trained 
bodyguards and his best batta- 
lion. 

Taylor’s strategy appears to be 
to cut water and power and put 
pressure on Doe to leave. 

Residents stay off the streets 
‘from late afternoon for fear of 
army harassment. The prices of 
food and petrol have soared and 
the price erf charcoal, the main 
cooking fuel, doubted to IS dol- 
lars a bag after electricity was cut- 

Diplomats say several 
fitousand people have been tilled 
in the six-month-old rebeUkm, 
which is not a battle of ideologies 
but a straightforward struggle for 
power and money. 


Pilgrimage rituals 
proceed smoothly 


MECCA (Agencies) — Some 
two milli on Musinns stood in 
prayer Sunday on Arafat, the 
mount overlooking Mecca where 
the Prophet Mohammad deli- 
vered bis last sermon 14 centuries 
ago, as the »nnnal Haj reached 
one of its high points. 

For the first time since 1986, 
the pilgrimage season has been 
terrorist-free. 

Only a limited fire at Mina, the 
tent-city nine kilometres away 
from Arafat, marred an other- 
wise calm pilgrimage season 
whose success in terms of security 
and services was underscored by 
the Saudi hosts. 

Witnesses said that on their 
descent from Arafat, they spotted 
the smoke from a distance, with a 
helicopter flying over the rite. 
“We were told it was at Mina. It 
did not look like a big fire." said 
one of the witnesses quoted by 
the AP. 

The pilgrims, especially from 
Third World nations, sometimes 
bring kerosene stoves along to 
cook in the tents, which can touch 
off fires. 

Saudi Arabian television, 
broadcasting the Haj ritual live, 
showed masses of white-robed 
pilgrims marching bareheaded 
under a burning sun towards the 
mountain outside the holy dty. 

“With cries of ‘Aflahn Akbar’ 
the sea of people started ascend- 
ing Mount Arafat... in a solemn 
display of Muslim humility before 
the Almighty,” the television 
said. 

The temperature was about 45 
degrees Centigrade (nearly 115 
Fahrenheit). 


Some pilgrims carried old- 
fashioned white parasols but 
many will inevitably suffer sun- 
stroke during the 11-kflometre 
trek. Health hfinister Faisal Ben 
Abdul Aziz Al Hejailan told the 
television that good medical care 
in ready for them. 

The Saudi authorities have 
spent $6.4 billion on pilgrim hos- 
tels and other facilities in the past 
few years. Hie Mecca region now 
has seven fully-equipped hospit- 
als and 73 clinics. 

The Saudi authorities reported, 
growing number of pilgrims with 
an arrival of 827,236 pilgrims 
from around the world by air, 
land and sea to Saudi Arabia for 
this Haj. 

That was some 52,000 more 
than last year, and some 30,000 
more than 1988. 

These are joined by at about 
half a million pilgrims from inride 
the kingdom and its large expatri- 
ate community, with another half 
millicB for the servicing tasks 
required by the world’s largest' 
religious congregation. 

Accenting the progress, the de- 
puty governor of Mecca region. 
Prince Sand Ben Abdul Mohsen, 
who is also deputy chairman of 
the central Haj Committee, said, 
the ascent of pilgrims by car and; 
foot over the nine kilometres 
from Mina to Arafat which had 
started at dawn went perfectly. 

“Hie ascent was perfectly orga- 
nised and the flow of traffic was 
very smooth,” he said. 

He said that not a single case of 
sunstroke or death was reported 
among the pilgrims at Arafet. 


Uprising leaders urge 
boycott of U.S. products 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A new leaflet by leaders 
of the Palestinian uprising called 
Sunday for Arab countries to 
boycott U.S.-made goods to pro- 
test American policies in the Mid- 
dle East. 

The uprising leaders also repe- 
ated their earlier call on Palesti- 
nian merchants to avoid dealing 
in U.S. products. 

It added: “We call upon the 
Arab World... to act in turn to 
boycott all American products 
and not to allow their entrance 
into Arab markets.” 

The underground leadership 
has tried to enforce a ban on the 
sale of Israeli-made goods for 
much of the 30-month rebellion. 

As the leaflet was being distri- 
buted, masked Palestinians 
raided the market in the West 
Bank town of Qalqilya and des- 
troyed fruit and vegetables sus- 
pected of coming from Israel, 
Arab reports said. 

In the Gaza Strip town of 
Rafah, masked Palestinian s fata- 
lly stabbed an Arab who was 
suspected of collaborating with 
Israeli authorities. 

Arab shops were open all day 
Sunday as Muslims prepared for 
the three-day Eid Al Adha, 
which begins Monday. Shops nor- 
mally are open only three hours a 
day in solidarity with the nptfe. 
mg. 

The leaflet called for prayers 
and processions Monday to com- 


memorate Palestinians killed h 
the uprising. The leaflet was the 
latest of several statements bj 
Palestinians expressing angei 
over U.S. policy in the Middle 
East. 

It accused the United States o 
consistently backing Israel, whicl 
it aaxised of “practicing the high- 
est kinds of terrorism against oui 
children and old people in om 
villages, camps and in tRe Nazi- 
Gke detention centres and bole 
of interrogation.” 

The dcnundaticra of the Unitec 
States followed Washington’! 
cancellation of a dialogue wifi: 
the PLO and its veto of a Unitec 
Nations Security Council resolu- 
tion calling for sending U.N. 
observer teams to the occupier 
territories. 

After the resolution failed, spe- 
cial U.N. envoy Jean-Qande 
Aime came to Israel and the 
occupied territories as part of c 
Middle East tour. Aime, wbc 
held discussions last week wifi: 
Israeli leaders and Palestinians, 
met Sunday with a delegation oi 
Jewish settlers. 

More than 75,000 Jewish set- 
tlers have moved into guarded 
enclaves amid the 1.7 million 
Palestinians in the West Bant 
and Gaza Strip since 1967. 

Leaders of the group said aftei 
the meeting that they told Aime 
that too much attention was beina 
paid to the suffering of the 

Pales tinians , 
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Israel frees prisoners 

MEG®p^ — Israel began releasing dozens of 


on eve of Eid 


- — — VVHUK) u u uuaj 

to mark ^ upcoming Mnstim holiday of Eid A1 
Adha* 


At this pn«m in northern 
Israel about a dozer, youthful 
Arabs kft the prison in the early 
afternoon- Many of the prisoners 
flashed "V for victory” ^ from 
the bus windows. 

The anny would not say how 
many Palestinians would be freed 
Sunday, bat a Defence Ministry 
official said earlier that hundreds 
would be released from facilities 
in the Gaza Strip, the Ketziot 
detention camp and the Megiddo 


Prison. 

Freeing Arab prisoners is tradi- 
tional on religious holidays. But 

the tuning of the release raised 

speculation it may be related to a 
report that a We stern hostage 
may be freed in Lebanon or to 
Israel’s efforts to make peace 

with Palestinians. 

In the report from Tehran, die 
Sunday correspondent of London 
quoted Sayed Hossein Moravian, 
an Iranian Foreign Ministry <jfg_ 
dal, as saying a Westeni hostage 
could be freed soon without any 
concession expected by the West. 

However, Mosavian also told 
the newspaper that the United 


States and other Western nations 
should exert influence on Israel 
to free its many Lebanese Shi'ite 
captives. 

It was not dear if Israel's 
Lebanese Christian militia allies 
in Lebanon also intended to free 
prisoners for the Muslim holiday 
which starts Monday. The Israeli- 
financed South Lebanon Army 
militia holds hundreds of Shi’ite 
prisoners at the AI Khiam deten- 
tion camp in southern Lebanon. 

While Israel also holds 
Lebanese Shi’ites within its own 
territory, it appeared most of 
those being released Sunday were 
Palestinians arrested in the 30- 
month uprising against Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

By midafternoon Sunday, it 
appeared more than 100 Palesti- 
nian inmates had been freed. 

Israel Army Radio reported 
that 60 prisoners were released 
from prison camps in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip. Television crews 
said a busload of about 40 in- 
mates also left the Ketziot Prison 
in the Negev Desert. 


At Meggjdo, an army source 
said 80 Palestinian prisoners 
would be freed for the three-day 
holiday. 

Dozens of Arab families from 
the occupied West Bank waited 
outside Meggido Prison for hus- 
bands, sons and br o the r s to be 
released. But many complained 
those being freed were almost at 
the end of their sentences. 

Subhi Abu Scbcdem, 18, from 
Hebron waited outride the prison 
for his brother Nader, 16. 

He said Nader had nine days 
left of a six-month sentence for 
protesting and added: “They only 
release prisoners who have two or 
three days left and not those that 
have 10 months or more. This is 
obvious propaganda.” 

Adnan Mazan Ala, 15, was 
among the prisoners who left on 
the bus and were taken to nearby 
Jenin. He said he bad five days 
left in an eight-month sentence 
for protesting against Israeli 
occupation. 

“If the Israelis have good in- 
tentions, they should release lon- 
ger-terqj prisoners,” he said. 

Mohammad Fabed, a veget- 
able seller from Nablus, waited 
outside Megiddo and said he ex- 
pected the release of an em- 
ployee, Hafez Ajuri, 25, whose 
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Israeli MP: 


six-month sentence had ended 
Saturday. 

“They delayed his release until 
today to say he was released for 
the Eid,” Fabed said. 

Dan Naveh, a chief aide to 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens, 
said the release of Arab prisoners 
is part of Arens’ plan to coax 
Palestinians into peace talks by 
easing daily hardships. 

Navch said Friday that Israel , 
would release hundreds of prison- 1 
era. He added that the prisoners 
being freed had served the major- 
ity of a first sentence for partka-) 
paring in riots and included juve- 1 
niles under the age of 14. 

According to army statistics, 
Israel held 10,430 Arab security . 
prisoners as of Friday. 

Of these, 4341 have been con- 
victed and 1,038 are being held 
under emergency regulations 
allowing suspects to be detained 
op to a year without charge or 
trial. The others are awaiting 

charges or trial. 

Meanwhile speculation that a 
hostage release might be upcom- 
ing was heightened by a report in 
the Israeli weekly “Jerusalem” 
which' said a prisoner exchange 
was expected between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO). 


New West 
Bank homes 


a dent, Iranian 


will lure 


Soviet Jews 


TEHRAN. (AP) — Interior .. 
Monster Abdollah Nonri said 
Sunday that foreign , aid. to 
Iran's earthquake victims was 
welcome, but was only a small 
start to the massive work re- 


TEL AVIV (R) — A leftist 
Israeli legislator said Sunday the 
government was building almost 
600 new homes is the occupied 
West Bank which would encour- 
age Soviet Jewish immigrants to 
settle there. 

Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
said last week the immigrants 
would not be sent to live in the 
West Bank or Gaza Strip. The 
announcement followed threats 
by Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
.bachev to reconsider his freer 
emigration policy. 

The ' cabinet Sunday granted 
Sharon’s request for emergency 
powers to build immigrant hous- 
ing inside Israel's pre-1967 bor- 
ders. Outside the meeting, 1,000 
builders protested at his plan to 
import prefabricated homes. 

Yossi Sarid, an opposition 
legislator, told newspapers tire 
Housing Ministry began building 
583 bodies in the West Bank 
between January and May this 
year which would attract immig- 
rants with lower prices and 
availability. 

“Sharon saying we won’t send 
immigrants to the territories is a 
half truth,” said Moshe Horo- 
witz, spokesman for Sand’s par- 
ty, the Citizen's Rights Move- 
ment. 

“Inside Israel, there is a large 
shortage of booting. The immig- 
rants are coming and (the govern- 
ment) is building in the territor- 
ies. People are pushed there be- 
came they have nowhere else to 
live.” 

He said the new construction 
was 10 per cent of government- 
financed housing for 1990. The 
programme is certain to be re- 
vised to accommodate more im- 
migrants. 

The new housing was initiated 
by former Housing Minister 
David Levy in the previous gov- 
ernment. Officials said it was not 
meant for immigrants but for 
other Israelis. 

“There are a lot of people who 
are not immigrants who want to 
live there,” said Avi Pazner. 
senior adviser to Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamil. “It was never 
said that all activity was going to 
stop in these territories.” 

Arab states {Messed Moscow to 
cut off the flow of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants for fear Israel would 
settle them in the occupied terri- 
tories and displace some of the 
1.75 million Palestinians there. 

Israeli officials say only a small 
percentage of the immigrants 
have actually moved to the terri- 
tories. 

Some 88,000 Jewish settlers 
already live in the West Bank and 
Gaza. The United States, Israel’s 
main financial backer with $3.2 
billion in annual aid, says the 
settlements are an obstacle to 
peace. 

The cabinet approved by a 
wide margin Sharon's proposal to 
prepare the infrastructure for 
3,000 imported prefabricated 
homes for the immigrants to ease 
a housing shortage. The Jewish 
Agency expects 165,000 Soviet 
Jews this year. 

Supporters stressed it was a 
short-term solution of limited 
scope, but opponents said there 
was no need for emergency steps 
that allowed Sharon to circum- 
vent laws for acquiring land. 

Interior Minister Arye Deri, 
whose authority is curtailed by 
the decision, said alternative 
housing plans existed. 

Asked by reporters if he would, 
cooperate with Sharon, Deri sakl:, 
“There is no need for coopera- 
tion because Minister Sharon has 
received absolute responsibility 
for the matter. He does not need 
the cooperation of anyone." i 


maining. 

■ Nonri rejected the suggestion 
that the gestures of goodwill from 
other nations might improve 
Iran's relations with the West. 

“Bilateral issues between na- 
tions and governments, whether 
general or fundamental, are not 
settled with such things,” he said. 

Hie said any nation seeking 
political objectives with its dona- 
tions will be dfeappkmted. 

Asked whether Iran wanted 
better reaitions with the United 
States, one of the countries to 
send help. Noun said flatly, 
“no.” 

He said Iran had two months to 
bmld shelter before the rainy 
season begins in September and 
that it would welcome donations 
of prefabricated housing from 


Ethiopia 

begins 

mobilisation 


ADIS ABABA (AP) — A re- 
cently ordered general mobilisa- 
tion against northern Ethiopia 
rebels began with retired soldiers 
and police re-enlisting, state 
radio said Sunday. 

However, Radio Addis Ababa 
provided no figures, reporting 
only “retired men turning out in 
large m umbers in Addis Ababa 
and its outskirts'* beginning 
Saturday. 


“Hundreds of other retired 
patriotic men have been report- 
ing at registration centres in va- 
rious provinces,” the broadcast 
saRL 

The Shengo, or parliament, 
ordered the mobilisation on Jon. 
24 against the Ethiopian People's 
Revolutionary Democratic Front 
(EPDRF) and the Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front (EPLF) 
battling government troops in 
northern provinces of Tigre and 
Eritrea. 

But the EPDRF denonneed the 
'mobilisation Saturday in a clan- 
destine broadcast monitored in 
Kenya’s capital, Nairobi. 


The broadcast also repeated an 
.earlier rebel ceasefire proposal, 
saying it coaid be implemented in 
a week if President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam’s government were 
replaced with an interim one. 

The rebels blamed the presi- 
dent for hindering the imple- 
mentation of a ceasefire and In- 
stead engaging in “massive pre- 
parations'’ to continue the civil’ 
war. 


“If the Dergue (government) 
sticks to its guns of bringing the 
country and its peoples more 
bloodshed by rejecting the con- 
tinuing peace calls, then the 
EPDRF will have no alternative 
but to destroy the Dergue,” the 
broadcast said. 


The EPDRF is a combined force 
of the Tigre People’s Liberation 
Front and the Ethiopian People's 
Democratic Movement, a much 
smaller group. 

. The Tigreans, fighting a 15- 
year-old war to oast Mengistu 
and establish a hardline Marxist 
government, control their home 
province of Tigre and recently hit 
targets 100 kilometres north of 
Addis Ababa. 


On Thursday, the government 
said it was possible to consider 
die ceasefire proposal provided 
the Tigreans stopped supporting 
tiie Eritreans in a 29-year-old war 
for the independence of Eritrea. 

But the Tigreans would have 
none of that 
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other . countries.: 

The houses,' he said, would 
have to be able to stand up to foe 
.weather and the high mountain 
winds that roar through the va- 
lleys of the earthquake.aiea, 200 
lriWwrf rrx nor th west of Tehran. 

“T3» best form of assstance is 
cash,” Noun told- report e rs. He 
said Iran would not seek Interna- 
tional loans for reconstruction* 
He said experts were working 
on the best form of permanent 
housing and implemeotiiig codes 
that will make the structures ear- 
thquake proof. 

He said 90,000 residences had 
been damaged in the quake. Most 
of them were made of mud brick ’ 
or kiln-dried brick with httie rein- 
forcement in the walls. 

Nonri did not have final figures 
on the death .toll.' The -Iranian 
Red Crescent Society has put the 
toU at 40,000 and the in- 
jured at 60,000. Estimates of the 
homeless range up to 500,000* 
He said Iran needed to repair 


loads, water systeim^^ electric- 
al service,; as wen ^s repla ce 
c o mmerc ial buildingj destroyed 
m the ~ quake. 

' The total cost flitf fo repair 
residences and foe water and 
electrical systems wffl be 9Q0 bfl- 
Eon rials ($1 MHmJe#*' 

- Nonri said virtually all Of the 
dead and injured iudfom reco- 
vered froni fhc rubble in the first 
72 hours after foe eaztiiqnake 
early in the morning June 21, but 
he said there nii^it stiff be a few 

inrrecovered bodies in isolated 

cases. The massive qudee mea- 
sured between 73 and 7.7 on the 
open-ended Rkhter Scale. 


He said there-m^ht have been 
some ' cases of crime, after the 
earthquake because many of the 
larw-enforcement Officers . were 
lost; but- :he said 'foe -national 
government had sent in Revolu- 
tion ary Guards and Konutehs, or 
iieqfoboihbOd- police, and that 
crime was not a. problem- . 


radio broadcast baimed 


ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian 
gov ernm ent ins apologised to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) over an alleged 
attempt by Algerian radio to stop 
broadcast by the .Voice of "Pales- 
tine. 

The pro-government daily AI 
Moodjahid Sunday reported 
Foreign Minister .Sid Ahmad 
GhozaH as saying Algeria would 
not allow anyone to silence the: 
Palestinian radio. 

The PLO representative in 
Algiers complained to the Alge- 
rian authorities that Algerian 
radio had “taken a unilateral 
decision to no longer allow 
broadcasts by the Voice of Pales- 
tine from the central studios of 


the Algerian Radio,”/ the 'paper 
said. - -• 

Tahar Onettar, director-gener- 
al of Algerian Radio, fold Ren- 
ters it was a “technical Hieasure 
nothing , to do. witii potitics.” 

He said thathe had ckdered the 
transfer of smne ' broadcasts in- 
duding the Palestinian one to 
another studio as part of a tech- 
nical reorganisationprOgraniHie. 

• He said this would jiffinge no- 
thing regarding Vpicerof JPales- 
tine broadcasts and the latter had 
misinterpreted the measure as a 
threat to interrupt the broadcasts, 
Onettar said. ^ 'VT' - 
The Voice . of Pafestme broad- 
casts daxty -frofo Ratfio Algiers 
between 170fr and ttOff GMT. 


Iranian official hints at 


hostage release — - paper 


LONDON (AP) — One of the 15 
Western hostages held in Leba- 
non will be freed soon, according 
to an Iranian official said to be at 
the centre of hostage negotiations 
with tiie West, the Sunday Cor- 
respondent reported. 

The London Independent 
weekly said in a Tehran-dated 
report that Sayed Hossein Mora- 
vian refused in an interview to be 
more specific or to identify tiie 
hostage. But it quoted him as 
saying, “it is very optimistic news 
for you.” 

Mosavian heads the West 
European bureau of Iran's Fore- 
ign Ministry. The hostages — ax 
Americans, four Britons, two . 
West Germans, two Swiss and. 
one Italian — are believed held 
by pro-Iranian extremists, and . 
foe report said Mosavian did not 
deny that ban had influence on 
them. 

The last hostages to be freed 
were Americans Frank Reed and 
Robert Poffnll at tiie end of 
April. President Hashenri Raf- 
sanjani said after their release 
that Iran had worked hard to 
convince the militant groups in- 
Lebanon to release their captives. 

Rafsanjani and other Iranian 
leaders have stressed that the 
Americans in return make some 
gesture toward Iran. 

The release of billions of dol- 
lars frozen in ban's U.S. bank 
accounts since the 1979 seizure of 
the U.S. embassy in Tehran is 
one constant Iranian demand. 
The other is that four government 
employees missing in Lebanon 
since 1982 be traced. 

The four are widely believed to' 
have been killed after being stop- 
ped al a checkpoint run by the 
Lebanese Forces xmfitia. 

The Bush administration has 


-said, it wiQ make no concessions 
. on. demand; related fo&e hos- 
tages until, afl are- freed, but 
would tty to locate foe: missing 

- four.---,' V. y> m i ; 

- -The Irafo^bofoed groups 
bolding the hostages in Lebanon 
have also con sistentl y repeated a 

number of dcmands. Tbe two 

most cqbari^itare foe release of 
Islamic extremists jailed m 
Kuwait for tombing attacks in 
the early 1980s, and the release of 
Palestinian andLebahese prison- 
ers detained in South Lebanon by 

Tffafi ' r '\ T .* 

The Ixfodqn newspaper report 
said Moravian .^mainta in ed that 
the ; release of another hostage 
was nett contingent upon any con- 
cessions by the West 

Ir quoted him as saying: 
“There is no evidence for us that 
the hostage-takers have killed Ira- 
nian and Western hostages. We 
kriow about our own. (banian) 
hostages. Onr research shows 
that they are alive. Our informa- 
tion also shows that some of the 
Western hostages are alive. 

“But we have not been able to 
get complete informatfon about 
all of them. Because we do jiot 
have any documentary evidence 
that they (the Western hostages) 
have been lolled, there is no 
reason why they are. not alive.” 

- The report said Mosavian 
stated that the United States and 
other Western powers should ex- 
ert influence on Israel to release 
its many Lebanese Shi’ite cap- 
tives: 

He was quoted as saying that 
Iran’s influence in -Lcfoanon is 
limited, bnt Western countries 
such as the United States and 
Britain have '^unlimited” influ- 
ence over Israel and itsFhalangist 
allies in Lebanon. . - - - 
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Sunday. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
r J*y*®d ***** finai agreement has 
bt*n reached on setting op the 
. company at Nobariefa in Egypt on 
a 5,700 feddans (around 24,000 
dumnns) plot of land to produce 
lean meat to meet the needs of 
thetwo countries; official 
announcement of the creation of 
the new company will be nude in 
the coming few days. 

The joint firm will be fraction- 
ing under the umbrella of the 
Joint Holding Company which 
has a $50 million capital and 
which is responsible for the im- 
plementation of other joint; eco- 
nomic projects in the two coun- 
tries. 

According to Petra, the two 
countries have paid equal shares 
in the company’s project which is 
designed to produce 34,000 ton- 
nes of I lamb, 45,000 tonnes of 
fodder, 22,000 tonnes of green 
ttrinud feed, 138,000 tonnes of 
fertilisers and 31 tonnes of raw 
wool. 

Hie general assembly of the 
holding company held a meeting 
in Cairo in May 1990 under the 
codninnanship of the Egyptian 




oration Maurice Makramalia and 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Ziyad Fariz. 

The meeting discussed the pro- 
ject and the two ministers in- 
spected the proposed site. 

Jordan was estimated earlier to 
have an annual meat consump- 
tion of 41,000 tonnes most of 
which is imported. 

To make up for dm shortage in 
locally produced meat, the Minis- 
try of Supply was Sunday re- 
ported to have issued several 
licences to local merchants to 
import live sheep for the market, 
according to report in al Ra’i 
Arabic daily newspaper. 

The report also said that the 
prices of meat declined notice- 
.ably, with a kilogramme of lamb 
setting for JD. IS to JD 3, down 
from JD 3.5 and JD 4. mi ■ 




feyas is based on a professional trainin g 
jitfa* c ‘ programme ‘‘Marketing & Prom- 
. ijve tf* otion of Tourism” which is pre- 

seated twice yearly in New York 
gsarf*; city by die Weald-Trade Institute 
juisS 1 ' (WTI>. The workshop will serve 
a. as# 1 as a means to “train trainers” in 



The foUowiag listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press: 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with] 
the concerned institutions. ; 


^ Exhibition of pa i ntings de- 
picting the Jordanian ea- 
Tironat by Add Al Shar- 
«, Mohwimd Asad and 
Usual Ebmaleb at the Bous- 
ing Bask Ait Gaflery. 

,* Open shfio and workshop 
for artist Sands Zara dis- 
playing paintings, scalp- 
tares and hand-printed fab- 
rics. Locati o n; eft 2nd Ce- 
de, opposite' Rosenthal 
(933-130 and 3 ‘J0^3b). 

* JshABittieu entitled ^Salute* 
tiw F rench dty of art” at 
theFrax* Guttural Centre. 


Women engineers 
seek equal chances 
in agriculture 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Agricultural Engineers 
Association (IAEA) is working 
out plans to train women agri- 
cultural engineers in Jordan at 
dm Ministry of Agriculture and 

other organisatioBS to enable them 

to gain experience before they 
can embar k on work in Jordan or 
abroad, accord i ng to JAEA Vice- 
President Mohammad Abu 
Ayyasfa. 

Abu Ayyasfa told ar a meeting 
with a group of 70 women agri- 
cultural engineers at the Profes- 
sional Association Complex that 
the association needs to identify 
the engineers who seek jobs so 
that arrangements for their train- 
ing can be made. 

There are 600 women agri- 
cultural engineers out of 4,000 
members registered with the 
JAEA, Abu Ayyash said at the 
meeting. He said that the en- 
gineers should review association 
laws and programmes and 
JAEA’s future activities so as to 
become involved, service the 
country and participate in Jor- 
dan’s efforts to ensure food 
security. 

“Sitting behind office desks can 
by no means help achieve that 
goal but work in the field is most 
desired for both men and women 
engineers,” Abu Ayyash said. 

“Those who will help in re- 
viewing association laws will help 
improve the profession and ser- 
ve the association’s objectives 
at the same time,” Abo Ayyash 
added. 

One of the participants in the 
meeting, Nidaa Touqan, brought 


up the idea of involving women 
agricultural engineers in produc- 
tive schemes in cooperation with 
concerned government depart- 
ments. She said that the example 
of several Arab countries should 
be followed and a group of en- 
gineers could be allotted a piece of 
land, with the income shared 
equally between the group and 
the government department. 

Abu Ayyash said the associa- 
tion was willing to look into such 
positive and constructive ideas 
and convey them to the con- 
cerned authorities. 

Another participant, Gbada 
Dabbas, complained about discri- 
mination between men and 
women agricultural engineers in 
their field of work, based orf her 
own experience. 

But she said that women en- 
gineers were determined to fight 
to ensure equal rights with men. 

Another engineer, Saeda Ara- 
biyat, said that women agricultu- 
ral engineers were willing to go 
out into the field and do actual 
work. She said this was the best 
way to prove women's ability in 
field work for which they had 
been trained. 

Most of the group stressed the 
need for the association to inten- 
sify efforts to find employment 
for job seekers and said that 
many agricultural engineers had 
turned to other professions like 
teaching, because of unemploy- 
ment. 

All agreed that another meet- 
ing should be held in Amman 
soon to continue discussions. 



Jordan, W. Germany to exchange 
advisory services 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet has approved the exchange of 
memoranda of understanding between Jordan and the West 
German government on advisory services. According to the 
memoranda, which are still to be signed for the Jordanian 
government by Planning \foristry secretary-general, the West 
•Goman government will provide advisory services to the 
afforestation projects in Jordan. The Cabinet also approved the 
dissolution of the Sahab Munkqml Conned and decided to form a 
committee which will serve as a caretaker council pending the 
election of a new municipal council. The committee is headed by 
Sahab sub-district g overnor. 

I DB to grant loans for Industrie^ V. 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
board of directors has decided to grant 14 loans totalling JD 2.55 
million to finance industrial and service projects. Since the 
beginning of this year the, bank has granted 55 loans amounting to 
JD 9.1 mdEon to finance industrial, service, tourist and health 
projects throughout the Kingdom. 

JD 5.02m budget for Zarqa 

ZARQA (Petra) — Zarqa Municipal Council has approved a JD 
5,021,661 budget. Zarqa Mayor Yasser Al Omari said that the 
budget will be submitted to the Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment for approval. The budget includes 
allocations for the construction of new roads, asphalting streets, 
construction of embankments and pavements, acquisition of land, 
constructing culverts and bridges and building retaining walls, as 
well as updating the city’s organisational plan and installing traffic 
lights. __ 

Study to review charitable societies 
services 

AMMAN (Petra) — Re p resentatives of the Ministry of Social 
Development and the General Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) will carry out a comprehensive evaluation study of the 
charitable societies in Amman Governorate, starting July 8. The 
10-day study is aimed at reviewing the conditions of charitable 
societies and their activities in voluntary services. The team 
members will discuss with the societies’ administrative commit- 
tees ways for implementing community-based productive projects 
ami consolidating contributions to national development plans. 
Based o n. the findings of the study, GUVS will provide cash 
assistance to societies to upgrade the performance of voluntary 
societies in Jordan. 


NRCS to raise funds for Iran victims 

AMMAN (Petra) — The National Red Crescent Society (NRCS) 
has launched a campaign to raise funds for the victims of the 
earthquake in ban, according to the Society’s President Ahmad 
Abu Qoura. He said that the society had opened an account at the 
Arab Bank, to receive cash contributions for the I ranian victims, i 


Bridges closed July 2 and 3 

AMMAN (Petra) — The two bridges across the river Jordan win 
be dos ed on M onday and Tuesday July 2 and 3 for Eid Al Adha 
feast, accorcfing to an announcement by the Public Security 
Department (PSD). The announcement said that the bridges will 
be reopened for normal traffic between the West Bank and 
Jordan on Wednesday July 4. 


Fast postal services expanded 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hie fast delivery mail services, currently 
wwering 25 countries, will be extended as of Sunday to cover two 
additional countries Morocco and Yemen, according to Director 
General erf the Post and Postal Savings Corporation. 


British Council director-general to visit 
Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Sir Richard Francis, director general of the 
British Council, will be visiting Jordan, July 5-8. During his visit, 
he will attend the inaugural concert of the English National Ballet 
. at the Royal Cultural Centre on July 5 and hare au dj cn oeg fr with'tbe 
minister of education and with the acting president the i 
U ni v ersi t y of Jordan. Sir Richard Francis became director- 
general of the British Council on July 8, 1987. 


Health spa 
to open 
by end 
of July 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Salt Land Village, a 
JD 3 million multi-purpose tour- 
ist centre located on the Dead 
Sea shore, will be officially 
opened by the end of July, 
according to officials of the 
Ministry of Tourism and the pri- 
vate company implementing the 
project. 

The complex consists of 100- 
bed four-star hotel, chalets, 
swimming pools, restaurants, ten- 
nis and squash courts and other 
.facilities, according to the offi- 
cials. 

The project is an integrated spa 
and recreational centre for visi- 
tors from Jordan and abroad, 
especially those seeking the ther- 
apeutical and curative effects of 
the mineral water in the Dead 
Sea. 

According to the private com- 
pany, the complex, located some 
60 kilometres from Amman, 
offers the best facilities for the 
treatment of skin diseases. 
Monday, the first day of Eid Al 

Adha, will mark the opening of a 
trial period which will last until 
the complex is formally opened 
by the end of the month. , 


Eid Al 

Adha 

begins 

today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
the rest of the Islamic World 
today begin ‘Eid Al Adha (feast 
of sacrifice) marking the climax 
of this year's pilgrimage to the 
Holy Cities of Mecca and Medi- 
na. 

Jordan has declared a six-day 
public holiday starting Sunday 
and all official institutions will 
remain closed until Saturday 
morning except some of the 
essential services. 

On the occasion of the feat. His 
Majesty King Hussein received 
congratulatory cables from all 
official and public institutions. 
The cables paid tribute to the 
King’s efforts at the different 
national, Arab, Islamic and inter- 
national levels in the service of 
Arab and Islamic causes, particu- 
larly the Palestinian cause. 

Cables came from the prime 
miniter, the ministers, the speak- 
er and 'members of the Upper 
House of Parliament, the speaker 
and members of the Lower 
House of Parliament, the chief 
justice, Amman mayor, the 
Armed Forces chief of staff, 
directors of the Public Security, 
the Civil Defence and the Gener- 
al Intelligence departments and 
the acting commander of the 
Palestine Liberation Army 
(PLA) in Jordan. 

Congratulations also came 
from heads of states of Arab and 
Islamic countries as well as 
friendly states. 



BARGAINING : A sheep is weighed and Sacrifice), which 
priced Sunday ahead of the Eid Al Adha (Feast of ‘Yousef Al Aflan) 
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Happy Eid 


TODAY Jordan, along with the Arab and Isfamrir worlds, 
celebrates Eid A1 Adh a. r Ods Eld, as any other holy occasion 
in Uan» * a time for soid searching and positive thinking. 
In fact i the pilgrimage to Mecca which precedes the Eid 
Mas&ms are oriented towards meditation and spiritualism. 
For Muslims to indulge la mundane and m ate rial i«m<wf amt 
rejoice in the feast in an incomplete manner is no true 
reflection of this holy occasion. 

Deviation from the true spirit of such holy days casts 
heavy shadows on the real meaafaqgs of the Eid and paints it 
srith colours that are alien to Islam. 

The pilgrimage to Mecca is an occasion to rekindle oar 
spiritual ties with oar creator and should strengthen oar 
com p a s sion for fellow men and women, specially the less 
fortunate among them. Such an occasion should remind us 

of oar duty and obligations towards the needy not only in the 
literal sense but also in the figurative sense. It goes without 
saying that the dimensions and scope of such attitudes and 
perspectives are not confined to the individnal level, but 
include the collective level as wefl. 

Inter-Arab and inter-Mamie relations come within the 
perview of this true spirit and meaning of Eid A1 Adha 
which we enjoy today. Nothing could enhance the mwany 
of these happy days and fhlffl their spiritual objectives more 
than to see the Arab and Iriimfr c oun tries eqjoymg good 
brotherly relations devoid of HI feeing and animosity. We, 
therefore, are both confident and hopefbl that we can Idp 
ourselves and attain the degree of fraternity and goodwill 
which is asked of us. 

We shall congratulate ourselves and each other on the 
feast only to the extent that we succeed in fuUBling the 
spiritual message of the occasion. There are signs, albeit 
faint ones, that we now realise what we should do and 
acknowledge more than ever, our shortcomings. In tins 
sense we have a right to ted op timisti c with regard to the 
future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday described Shamir’s message to U.S. 
President Bush as a defiance to the European Community as EC 
statement issued in Dublin last Tuesday. It said that Shamir is 
trying to force the United States to take a stand that would 
prevent the EC from having any say in the Middle East question 
and to enlist the U.S. administration’s assistance in imposing total 
hegemony on the Arab World. It is no secret that most nations 
including the EC now believe that the Middle East is facing the 
danger of war as a result of Israel’s practices' and intransigence, 
and Shamir’s message was clearly intended to secure the United 
backing for Israel’s adventures in this region, the paper 
said. The EC statement clearly reflected die European countries’ 
concern over the dangerous situation in the region at large, and 
oyer the plight of the Palestinian people in particular, continued 
the paper. It said for this reason Israel is now striving to deny 
&^>pe any role in Middle Eastern affairs by trying to place the 
United States firmly in its own camp. Needless to say that any 
American move to further consolidate Israel’s aggressive stand is 
t0 considered 85 8 dangerous development which would 
transform the United States as a frill partner to Israel in the open 
aggression against the Arab Nation. 

Warnings by a number of Arab states of an imminent Israeli 
aggression on the Arab Nation are justified in view of the 
emergence in Israel of an aggression-oriented government of 
extremists bent on pursuing noliries that would eventually trigger 
a new conflict in the. iWBin. Al Rfanoirf Simrbiv 


they are the most likely parties to be exposed to 
soch Israeli aggression because of their continued support to the 
npnsing m the occupied Arab territories, the writer notes. What 
°? s f rve !s to believe that war is inevitable is a belief on 
U - S - _Israel i alliance that the Jewish state should 
muster sufficient power to make it the dominant force in the Arab 
no Arab count™ should be able to acquire any 
S?^ Strength lhat “Sbt endanger Israel’s security at any time, 
D re V ^ r a r tmUeS - 1116 U*tod States for its part has been 
providing all support and aid to Israel enabling it to ma m tain its 
occupation of Southern f Palestinian 

£2«SflRr n ° u Baghdad «“* TiSaodbas been giving 
ferael full backing at the U.N. Security Council, the writer notes. 
But he says at present Israel is „n doubt preparing for a major 
Swfffh 3 ^, ** *°uld result* new realities and 
fEvh* 1 hopes would force the Arabs to accept its terms. 
Sdp y SJ n8 the ^ rab fcfen«*Pact Which should essentially 


«^ danger and ensure giarante^s safeguarding their national 

^ a ? b AraWc made * mockerv of Arab moderate 
had be * n based ^Sie assumption that Washington 
would bring peace to the MiddftSmiE! silver platter. The 
paper said that since 1967,S?J^ Jm «£ting all its 
eiforts to consolidate Arab 

force the ^rf^Sons to 

ensure the existence otlsrael .feSSSJtob Nation. 


Waltzing Matilda or is it 




“IT is not interesting to watch 
the U.S. take two or three 
steps backwards every time it 
dares to make one step for- 
ward. This waltz policy to- 
wards the Arab-Israeli conflict 
is certainly not becoming of a 
superpower of the stature of 
the U.S. This zig zaging in 
position happened just too 
many times to remain amusing. 
It is disturbing to the parties 
involved in the Middle East 
conflict just as it is, and should 
be, disturbing to the American 
people. What exacerbated this 
decades long U.S. policy are 
three principle features of this 


incredible U.S. perspective. 

Few months ago, the Arab 
World got infuriated when the 
U.S. Senate, under the prod- 
ding of U.S. Senator Robert 
Dole, adopted a resolution 
proclaiming Jerusalem a united 
city under Israeli jurisdiction. 
Then a miracle happened, or 
should we say a mirage, when 
the senator reversed himself on 
that infamous resolution and 
told Arabs and Israelis alike, 
during a visit to the Middle 
East, that the resolution is 
wrong, offered bis apologies 
for its adoption and promised 


Who gets 
how much? 


By Heba Saleh 

Despite repeated denials from 
both Egyptian and Ethiopian offi- 
cials, rumours persist in the 
Egyptian press that the Ethio- 
pians are building dams on the 
Blue Nile with the help of Israel, 
and that as a result less water will 
flow into Egypt. The Blue Nile is 
the source of 86 per cent of the 
water reaching Egypt. Egyptian 
agriculture is totally dependent 
on the Nile. The country uses up 
annually SS.5 billion cubic metres 
of water. Drought-prone 
Ethiopia uses only a paltry 0.6 
bem of the Nile waters originating 
in its lands. 

The rumours are proving hard 
to scotch because Israel is said to 
be involved, and because 
Ethiopia periodically declares 
that it has the right to more 
water. In addition, Egypt and 
Ethiopia have a history of tense 
relations. In the *705, Egypt, 
under Anwar Sadat, supported 
Somalia in its war against 
Ethiopia. Then in 1979. Sadat 
announced a (dan to divert the 
Nile across the Sinai desert to 
Israel. In retaliation, Ethiopian 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam declared that he would 
go ahead with a number of pro- 
jects that would reduce the flow 
of the Blue Nile to Egypt. Sadat 
threatened military intervention. 

Since then, Egypt's policy has 
changed. President Mubarak has 
been improving Egypt’s relations 
with its African neighbours. Men- 
gistu and Mubarak exchanged 
visits, and in January 1990 the 
Ethiopian minister of foreign 
affairs was dispatched to Cairo to 
assure the Egyptians that his 
country could not afford to build 
any projects on the Nile. Yet, not 
withstanding all this official 
goowfll, water remains a sensitive 
issue. 

Consider the events at the Nile 
Conference convened in London 
"in early May. With representa- 
tives claiming that they were arti- 
culating their own rather t h a n 
their governments' views, the 
conference provided Egypt and 
Ethiopia with an occasion to un- 
officially sound each other out on 
the water issue. The main Ethio- 
pian paper called for the “inte- 
grated development of Nile Basin 
waters" — an enterprise which 
would involve coordination of the 
water requirements of the nine 
basin states. This means that 
Egypt and Sudan, currently the 
two major users of the river, 
might have to share more of their 
water with upstream neighbours 
(Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, 
Zaire, Tanzania, Rwanda and 


Israel blocks peace 


(Conffaned from page 1) 

doing now. Exports have hit a record 
this year and we are going in the right 
direction. There is no magic solu- 
tion." 

Badran said the government has 
also adopted a labour policy that 
reduces dependence on foreign 
labourers and encourages Jordanians 
to travel abroad, particularly to Gulf 
Arab states, to take new jobs. He said 
Jordan baa already readied agree- 
ments with Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Yemen and Libya under winch Jorda- 
nians would be welcome to take jobs 
in these countries. 

The prime minister, who said the 
gov ern ment was incapable of provid- 
ing new jobs for 45,000 people each 
year, is phoning to boost the private 
sector and privatise some governmen- 
tal institutions. 

He explained that government in- 
stitutions such as Royal Jordanian, 
which has suffered big losses over the 
past five years, would be left to cover 
their losses on their own. “The gov- 
ernment has no resources to cover 
such institutions’ deficits. We are 
to spending as specified in 
the budget. Tins is our policy. " 

R e sp on din g to a question on the 
lessors learned from the disturbances 
which marred last May’s demonstra- 
tions condemning a massacre of 
Palestinians by an Israeli pmman. 


near Tel Aviv, the prime minister said 
that he feared that things, "may have 
gone out of control which would have 
meant a disaster that nobody 
wanted.’’ 

He explained that the three-day 
demonstrations "could have resulted 
in breaking national unity and a rift 
that would have taken a long time to 
heal... this is a time when we need to 
join hands and hearts.’’ 

He expressed hope that these inci- 
dents “would not recur,'’ and warned 
that “if they did recur, we would not 
conside r such disturbances as spon- 
taneous actions, but a foreign (dan 
aimed at undermining the security 
and stability of this country, and 
would be treated decisively, seriously 
and swiftly. It would be dealt with 
differently. " 

The prime minister denied claims 
that he had struck "a deal" with the 
Islamic Bloc at the Lower House of 
Parliament or that he was allied with 
the Muslim Brotherhood to guaran- 
tee support for his policies. 

He explained that white, he “in- 
sisted that the Islamic Bloc should 
join the government, it was they who 
refused to join and preferred to stay 
outside." 

“It makes me laugh bow the Isla- 
mic Bloc accuses me of not respond- 
ing to their demands while toe others 
accuse me of respomfing only to the 
Islamic bloc,” Badran said. 


to repeal- it as soon as he sets 
foot in the U.S. capital. We all 
1 know what happened to Dole’s 
promise to rectify the mis- 
chievous error committed by 
trim and his colleagues. His 
words simply got drowned in 
the U.S. domestic politics 
where the Jewish lobby proved 
again and again that it has the 
U.S. Congress by the balls!! 

Then came U.S. President 
George Bush's turn to prove 
the obvious and the invincibil- . 
ity of the Jewish lobby 
machine. That occurred when 
he slipped and followed his 
conscience on the issue of Jew- 


ish immigration and the un- 
acceptable move to resettle the 
immigrants in East Jerusalem. 
All bell and furor broke loose '. 
.at the thought of the U.S. 
president breaking away from 
long-held traditions and in less 
than 24 hours the president 
was recanting his own words 
and, intentions to suit the in- 
terests of bis - Jewish consti- 
tuency. 

Few days ago U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker rebelled 
temporarily from customary 
U.S. policy when he pointed 
his finger at Tel - Aviv and 


described it as the stumbling 
block in tile path of the so- 
called peace process. His offer 
of the White House telephone 
number to Shamir to call when 
he is ready to talk serious 
peace business was arrogantly 
and defiantly rebuffed by Tel 
Aviv which' hastened to offer 
Shamir's number when- 
Washington is ready to accept 
his terms of for peace in the 
Middle East. 

So there we have it. The 
U.S. is irrevocably a captive of 
Israel and there is not much 
that can be done about it ex- 


cept when the American, pep-j; & 
-pie - rebel- against tiris tyram^ ? 3f; 
and starttaking effectivemea- 
sures io put an cnd to ^Titt^ *7. 
that point in time onc afield ^ ''\1 
■not be pinning hojpeVon' 1 
Washington- to rescue -the, ; ,s. 
peaceprxK»ss from immin^ 
demise. But for that to Irijpjtett, 
the Arab players need' to " 
amend their ways towards - 
themselves 'and toward^ lhe 
U.S. and its peopte. There are 

many ways ‘available 'to the 
Arab side to adopt towards.this 
purpose and goal. Tins will be 
the subject of future writings. 


Moscow ‘too paralysed’ to make deals 


Burundi). 

On the other hand, the main 
Egyptian paper, delivered by 
Samir Ahmad, a retired diplomat 
and former ambassador to 
Ethiopia, concentrated on emph- 
asising the validity, according to 
international law, of a series of 
agreements signed before inde- 
pendence by colonial powers 
(Britain, Italy and Belgium) on 
behalf of Egypt and the upstream 
states. These agreements guaran- 
teed that no dams or other hydro- 
logical projects would be con- 
structed on the river, its sources 
or tributaries without the consent 
of Egypt. The Egyptian position 
is' that these treaties are binding 
until renegotiated. 

So why aren't they being re- 
negotiated? Egypt, according to 
Ahmad, is not reluctant. The 
downstream state with the most 
to lose, it has been active in 
promoting regional cooperation 
through organisations like Un- 
dugu, a ministerial level grouping 
which aims at coordinating poli- 
cies on various technical and poli- 
tical matters including water re- 
sources. Members are the Central 
African Republic and the Nile- 
basin states, except Ethiopia and 
Kenya. Ethiopia says that it does 
not regard Undugu as the proper 
forum for discussing the Nile. 

Egypt, however, believes that 
Ethiopia has other reasons for 
making it difficult to reach an 
agreement. Said a well informed 
Egyptian source: "They see the 
Nile waters as a trump card which 
they do not want to play except at 
a price — that we help solve their 
political problems, the civil war 
(against the Eritreans) which they 
think that the» Arab states are 
fuelling.” 

The Eritreans have used Sudan 
as a base for attacking the Ethio- 
pian army. A number of other 
Arab states, including Saudi Ara- 
bia, Iraq, Syria and Kuwait have 
been rumoured to be financing 
the Eritrean nationalists. 

Ultimately, it is to Egypt's 
advantage to harmonise its rela- 
tions with Ethiopia. Hydrological 
projects in Ethiopia may prove in 
the long term beneficial to Egypt. 
If, as meteorologist suggest, it is 
likely that there will be less rain- 
fall on the Blue Nile sources in 
the future, then it may be wise to 
shift over-year storage from the 
Aswan High Dam lake to Lake 
Tana in the Ethiopian hi ghlan ds, 
where less water would be lost 
through evaporation. The water 
saved could be shared by Egypt, 
Ethiopia and Sudan, and the 
power generated would benefit 
the three states — Middle East 
International. 


By Carol Giacomo 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — U.S. officials 
report a growing feeling in 
Washington that the Soviet admi- 
nistration may be too paralysed 
to reach a deal on German uni- 
fication. 

Moscow has presented the 
West with a long list of conditions 
for accepting unification. But it is 
unclear if the Kremlin team could 
reach agreement among them- 
selves even if the demands were 
met, a senior Washington official 
told Reuters. 

"It may be that their system is 
simply too paralysed to conclude 
a bargain,” he said. 

This reflected a more pessimis- 
tic view of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's chances of 
cutting a deal with East and West 
Germany and the other World 
War n victors — the United 
States, France and Britain — 
than previously expressed. 


Other senior U.S. officials 
visiting East Berlin with Secret- 
ary of State James Baker last 
week stressed that the “train of 
German unification has left the 
station,” and Moscow had little 
choice but to get aboard or be 
isolated. 

The official who spoke to Reu- 
ters on condition he not be identi- 
fied said the Bush administration 
“remains hopeful that the Soviet 
Union eventually will respond 
positively to the offers that have 
been made by the West.” 

These indude nine assurances 
put forward by Baker to allay 
Moscow's fears about a resurgent 
and powerful Germany. 

But the offidal aaded: "I'd say 
at this point it's still quite an open 
.question.” 

“There are still elements of 
what they are proposing that are 
clearly unacceptable and it's not 
dear whether those would drop 
away/’ he said. 

“If they don't drop away, you 


won't have an agreement.” 

The offidal was -not specific, 
but in East Berlin last week 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze laid down tough 
new conditions for unification, 
including a demand that both 
Germany's remain members of 
their respective alliances — 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact — 
for five years. 

The plan was summarily re- 
jected by the West! 

In addition to major demands 
like limits on German troop 
levels, Shevardnadze called for a 
ban oiri resurgence of Nazi prop- 
aganda and preservation of 
memorials in Germany com- 
memorating those who died fight- 
ing Fascism. 

The U.S. official said he was 
certain Germany would give 
assurances that memorials and 
cemeteries would be preserved, 
but no special guarantees should 
be given on banning Nazi prop- 
aganda beyond protections 
already in the West German con- 


stitution. . 

Many in the- West hope the 
Soviet ' Communist Party Con- 
gress^- which opened this -week, 
will strengthen Gorbachev’s hand 
so he has the flexibility to take 
- tough decisions on Germany and 
.arms control,' as well. as on.inter- 
nal reforms. 

A recent meeting of the Euro-, 
pean Community (EC) that en- 
dorsed aid for the SoyierJJnion , 
and the. forthcoming NATO and' 
Houston economic summits,- are 
also expected to bolster-: the 
.-Soviet Leader and meet Mbs-, 
cow's cocems on German umfica- 


But the .U.S. facial .noted that 
while party, congress might equal- 
ly well: weaken Gorbachev Of 
expose a weakened position. .- 
This “coulchleadtp ^different 
set of conchisfoM;.which is. that .. 
the current cfifficolty m tiiaking 
decisions and engaging on- issues 
is not likely to ease rep,” the 
offidal said. 


‘We are uneasy — fearful’ 


By John Owen-Davies 

Reuter 

MIDYAT, Turkey — A spate of 
cold-blooded killings has struck 
fear into Syriac Christians living 
among Muslims in southeastern 
Turkey. 

Timotheos Samuel Aktas, met- 
ropolitan of the Syrian Orthodox 
Church of Antioch for this nigged 
region of mainly Muslim but 
secular Turkey where Kurdish 
rebels are active, said five mem- 
bers of his flock had been killed 
in and around Midyat since April 
21 . 

“We are uneasy. We are fear- 
ful. Nothing like this has hap- 
pened before,” be told Reuters at 
his 1, 600-year-old walled Deyru- 
luraur Monastery perched on the 
top of a barren hill. 

Turkish and church officials 
can find no clear motives for the 


killings, at a time when the Syriac 
Christian community is crumbling 
in its ancient heartland — mainly 
for political and economic 
reasons but also because of vio- 
lence. 

A Turkish offidal in the re- 
mote and dusty agricultural town 
of Midyat said he believed rebels 
in the Marxist Kurdish Workers 
Party (PKK) might have been 
responsible for shooting dead 
four Christians in an effort to 
generate Muslim-Christian con- 
flict. 

Syriac Christian sources .fear 
Muslim fundamentalists may 
have been behind the slayings, 
put at five by the church — a 
married couple and a father and 
son shot dead, and a man with 
heart problems beaten to death 
— in three separate attacks. 

They said the victims were kil- 
led at night after answering a 


knock on the door and that the 
same type of automatic weapon 
was believed to have been used in 
■'the- shootings. 

“For many centuries the two 
communities have lived in peace 
and mutual respect,” local Gov- 
ernor Hayrettin Altinok told 
Reuters in Midyat, 1,000 
kilometres southeast of Ankara. 

“It is possibly the PKK but we 
don’t. have any evidence... this 
may be part oi a policy of putting 
Muslims and Christians into con- 
flict,” be told Reuters, adding 
that t wo people with no apparent 
PKK connections were befog held 
by police. ■ . 

Syriac Christians are sceptical 
about the involvement of the - 
PKK, whose six-year-old in- 
surgency has claimed nearly 2,500 
lives — mainly other Kurds and 
Turkish troops — in an area 
where most of Turkey’s estimated 




10 mfllkm Kurdish-speakers live. 

. “There, is nothing fo^the PKK 
to us. .../wegbaye seen 

no^if tiaenw/j^ Aktas, 
whose ’ monastery nem- MIdyat 
was the site of cburchV patriar- 
chate for 650 yeazs : nqtil 1933. 

“I travel fo the n^on and am 
respected by government and 
police. There is no trouble from 
anybody,” he safd. 1 J • 

Aktas is one of 18 metropoli- 
tans in Bishoprics stretching from 
die United States to India tending 
a flock totalling some 3 -5 million 
people, also known as Jacobite 
Christians. 

-There is no evident religious 
tension in Midyat,' where some 
2,500 of the 40,000 inhabitants 
are Syriac Christians, but the two 
communities generally live in 
different areas. 


Mutt’n’Jeff 
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1 ,800-year- old triumphal arch restored at Jerash 
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By lea Wahbeh 

: Jordan Times Staff Writer 

JERASH — Jerash, the 
Graeco- Roman city whose 
once-bustling stone-paved 
streets come to life again <ga ch 
year during the international 
Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts, ' has a nice surprise to 
offer its visitors thfa summer; it 
is the restored “triumphal 
arch” of Emperor Adrian (Who 
reigned between 117 and 138 
AD), famed for the attention 
he gave to developing industry, 
promoting letters and arts and 
above all known for his defen- 
sive policy and strategies. 


The monument, originally 
built in 129 AD, later became 
part of a gate in the rircumval- 
lated city and is now known as 
the South Gate. 

In a bid to conserve the 
precious patrimony that speaks 
volumes of an ancient civilisa- 
tion, and in pursuit of promot- 
ing tourism, the Department of 
Antiquities cooperated with 
the French Institute of 
Archaeology for the Near East 
in the restoration work of the 
South Gate in the area sur- 
rounding Zeus Temple. The 
formal unveiling of the res- 
tored gate took place Thurs- 
day. 


Restoration work at the 
Jerash Gate started in 1987. 

According to Christophe Wag- 
ner, the architect in charge of 
the restoration work, the base 
for the delicate task was a wall 
of two to three metres eleva- 
tion with five mounds of 
stones. Starting from there, a 
titanic job faced the team of six 
stone cutters, two masons, 
three workers, one crane oper- 
ator and Jordanian and French 
architects. The gate had crum- 
bled and the stones were in a 
jumble, complicating the task 
of modern-day workers to res- 
tore the semblance of the ori- 


ginal. But today, as some of 
the architects claim, the res- 
tored work may shame the 
original. 

■ Painstakingly and meticu- 
lously the original stones were 
sorted out and listed. The 
work, according to Wagner, 
involved the skills of a detec- 
tive. “It was like a giant puzzle 
where thousands of pieces bad 
to fit together.*' 

Among things that helped 
were the stone texture and 
colour and the technical know- 
ledge that stones that face the 
south do not age as much as 
those facing other cardinal 
points. With these few facts 


and lots of enthusiasm and 
dedication, work proceeded 
slowly but surely. 

Seventy-four per cent of the 
stones used in restoration are 
original stones found at the 
site. The rest were tailored 
locally by adroit workers, some 
of whom bad been in the busi- 
ness for a long time. 

Abdallah Ismail A1 Qaswa- 
ni, a pleasant, jovial, small 
man past his middle age, gladly 
volunteered information to the 
Jordan limes. 

With the pride of a skilled 
artisan and a sense of belong- 
ing to the land, he recollected 
"in a few minutes his past 


undertakings. Since I960 Qav 
wani has been working with 
the Department of Antiquities 
and was part of reams that 
restored many Islamic castles. 
In 1985, with the French again, 
be worked and finished restor- 
ing Iraq AJ Amir. In 1987 be 
started work at Jerash. 

“Was it difficult?*' 

“No. The only problem was 
that the stones were scattered 
all over. But we had equip- 
ment and accomplished the 
task, as you can see.*’ 

“How did you find the 
French?” 

“They are good people. 
They appreciate work.” 


The same question, addres- 
sed this time to the French 
architect, Wagner, received 
almost the same answer: 
'The Jordanians did their 
job conscientiously. They are 
hospitable, nice people.” 
“Did work take more time 
than you expected to restore a 
monument this size?" 

“I would say it took more 
time than it would have been 
required at a new site. The 
stones were strewn. It took us 
some time to identify and sort 
them out. Ten years ago there 
were here only some ruins and 
scattered stones," said Wag- 
ner. “We are croud and sure 


that Adrian would recognise 
the arch built in his honour.” 

Despite their frankness 
while discussing the technical 
and architectural nature of the 
work involved, none of the 
French team volunteered to 
answer how much the project 
cost. 

In the last rays of the setting 
sun, the triumphal arch stands 
majestically, projecting its glo- 
rious shadow heralding days of 
new glory. 

As the French put it, “it will 
be the best curtain raiser for 
the Jerash Festival,” which 
opens July 11. 


Cats, cats 
everywhere 


j, By Mfani Mann, 

Associated Press 

CAIRO, Egypt — This is no 
place for someone who doesn't 
like cats. 

They’re everywhere. Pyramids 
have' cats. Apartment stairwells 
have them, and offices, and hos- 
pital examination rooms. Cats 
prow! hotel lobbies and res- 
taurants. Theatres have cats, and 
bazaars have cats. 

Even the occasional airplane 
has them. 

It made front-page headlines: 
“cat forces plane, back to Gatov/* 
The story attempted to explain 
bow a cat manaced fo find fts way 
into tiie cockpit of an Air Soar 
flight beading for the Red Sea 
diving centre of Shann El Sheikh- 

The cat’s howls evoked “pan- 
demonium among the 31 passen- 
gers," the article said, forcing a 
turnaround and emergency land- 
ing. 

The plane took off again only 
after policemen gave the cat a 
chance to make a quick exit 

Such capers are legendary in 
Egypt, where cats have a storied 
history. Cats were worshipped 
even before there were Pharaohs 
and remained sacred long after 
the Pharaohs were gone. 

Egyptians long have recognised 
the s k ills of the -creatines. 

Among Cairo’s most famous 
perform er s are the singing cats of 
El-Gomhouriya Theatre, where 
operas and other highbrow prog- 
rammes are staged. The animals 
long ago claimed the theatre as 
-theirs. 

Hassan Kamy, Egypt’s top 
tenor, recalled some of his less 
than impressive moments in 
opera when be was upstaged by 
El-Gomhouriya’s home-grown 


comedy teams of cats. 

“It was- the last act of ‘la 
bobeme.’ I was holding the dying 
Mimi in my aims. The orchestra 
was silenced for the finale. A cat 
-walked on stage,** Kamy said. 

“At first the audience simply 
giggled quietly. But the cat took a 
. long time getting across the stage, 
and I kept holding the dying 
Mimi.” 

“Finally, the audience was in 
hysterics." 

But that wasn't the worst time. 
Kamy told the awful tale of two 
cals, another opera and a lamp: 

“If was a stage prop,” he said. 
“AD was fine until two cats de- 
eded to walk on stage and go to 
sleep at the base.” 

“It was act three, a love duet. 
You could fed the emotion in the 
air, the audience getting hotter. 
But so were the cats.” 

“They chose this moment to 
begin a romantic interlude under 
the lamp. The higher the diva 
sang, the higher they sang. ... the 
next day newspapers asked, 
“which had the greater range, the 
soprano or the cats?’ ” 

Cats made another artistic 
headline last year by disrupting 
an Italian group’s performance at 
Cairo’s TaKaa Theatre during an 
experimental theatre festival. 

The action in the avant-garde 
play occurred on a beach, and the 
actors insisted that sand be 
spread 30 centimetres deep across 
the stage. 

Midway through the perform- 
ance, a troupe of cats wandered 
onto the stage- Delighted by the 
huge sandbox, they did what cats 
normally do with sand. The 
actors were horrified, but this 
time it was the audience, not the 
cats, who howled. 

Kamy said, “what can you do? 
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Short-haired and long legged, the tabbies were m*ch loved in fife and much mounted at death 
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Nobody will touch a cat. Even 
now, in the villages, people are 
scared of them, scared to harm 
them or anger them. Cats are 
sacred in Egypt." 

They have been since the ear- 
liest days. A favourite goddess 
was the cat baste t, sleek and 
sensual. House cats, domesti- 
cated from wilder strains, are 
depicted on tomb paintings as 
enjoying the better things in life. 
Short-haired and long-legged, the 
tabbies were much loved in life, 
much mourned at death. 

Especially in Greek and Ro- 
man times, around 2,000 years 
ago, worshipers bought mummi- 
fied cats to bury near bastet's 
sacred temples. 


Embalmed and wrapped in in- 
tricate bandages, cat mummies 
were dedicated by the thousands. 
In one temple, archaeologists un- 
covered 300,000. Sometimes even 
cat fetuses were mummified, 
occasionally buried with a tiny 
mouse or ball of yam. 

Mummified or live, ancient 
cats never lost their special status. 
An official record of the time tells 
of an unfortunate Roman soldier 
in Alexandria who accidentally 
killed a cat. In turn, an angry 
mob lolled him. 

Owning an Egyptian cat was so 
prestigious in antiquity that 
Phoenician and Greek traders 
and Christian monks did big busi- 
ness exporting them to the Far 


East and around the Mediterra- 
nean area, especially to Italy. 

Trade ended when a place bad 
enough cats to start it own col- 
ony. Thus did Rome, not Cairo, 
gain fame as the world’s cat capit- 
al. 

Islamic invasions during the 
seventh century and afterward 
disrupted -many parts of Egypt’s 
daily life. But even the Muslims 
considered the whiskered mas- 
cots good omens, which pro- 
tected home and family. 

The Prophet Mohammad is 
said to have been fond of cats. 
One story relates that Mo ham- , 
mad awoke from a nap, wanted , 
to get out of bed but found a cat ‘ 
asleep on his robe. j 
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OPEO in crisis 
as prices slide 


By Nicholas Moore 
Reuter 


:■ p2!^? N r - Organisation of 

foreST, Countries 

(OPEC) is m the throes of what 

' grave* crisis 

. since the oil price era* of 1986 

* P^oleum industry executives 

• „ . Average spot prices are around 
. 514 per barrel, down from. 21 

sow* early January under the 
weight of a new glut. 

* be slide is blamed on the way 
some of the Organisation of Pet- 
.. roleum Exporting Countries are 
. breaking their output quotas. 

The on ministers are now en- 
Sagca in frantic bilateral talks 
f, n r ° f , , a , sneering in Geneva 
. _ July 25 which, barring a hiccup in 
; world supply, may be a last 
chance to boost prices. 

It may also be a last chance to 
. restore the credibility of the 13- 
nation cartel which has its 30th 
anniversary neat month. 

OPECs charter says its goal is 
stable revenues for members and 
some leaders like Iranian Minister 
Gholamreza Aqazadeh say the 
time has come for a showdown 
with the rule-breakers. 

“A country cannot be a mem- 
ber of an organisation and act 
against it/* he said at the 
weekend. 

OPEC, say Western industry 
officials, is paying the penalty for 
thinking that stronger demand for 
petroleum would enable it to 
muddle through 1990 without a 
reconciliation of members’ con- 
flicting demands for bigger 
quotas. 

The problem goes back 
through last year when the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE), a 
federation of Gulf states with just 
1.5 million people and annual per 
capita income of $16,000, in- 
sisted on selling more than the 
rest of OPEC would sanction. 

Another member, Kuwait, also 
foiled to keep to its assigned 
quota, triggering violations by 
others. 

Western industry sources say 
reasons of prestige and commer- 
cial interest may motivate Kuwait 
and the UAE. 

Kuwait has its own “dowu- 


stream” world refining and petrol 
pump network which can make 
n *0ney out of cheap crude otL 

It has reorganised its oil indus- 
try under the Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC), now the 
world's 12th largest nil company. 
- Like other commercial oil giants, 
KPC chafes under any curbs. 

Abdul Hadi Kandeel, oil minis- 
ter of non-OPEC Egypt, says he 
thinks the cartel may foil apart as 
others, like Saudi Arabia and 
Venezuela, follow Kuwait’s lead. 

“The conflict of interest be- 
tween OPEC members involved 
m the downstream business 
those who are not could sabotage 
OPEC,” be told Reuters earlier 

this year. 

For whatever reasons, both 
Kuwait ami the UAE have bl- 
asted on producing up to two 
million barrels a day each, where- 
as the most that OPEC would 
assign them was around 1.5 mi- 
'll] on. 

Kuwait accepted a quota for 
that volume but broke it. 

The UAE refused, so OPEC 
gave it only a nominal quota of 
1.1 million, hoping that strong 
demand would offset the excess. 

Demand, however, faltered 
this year. Nor did a stopgap 
accord negotiated early in May 
do much to bring down Kuwaiti 
and UAE output, even when 
backed by veiled i threats! from 
Saudi Arabia that it would break 
quota and (causes a full scale price 
crash. 

Iran now threatens a free-for- 
all, Iraq says it is losing a billion 
dollars a year for each dollar off 
the price and Venezuela has been 
questioning the point of a quota 
system. 

Trying to cool the crisis, Saudi 
Minister Hisham Nazer has just 
visited Kuwait and the UAE. The 
Kuwaiti and Indonesian ministers 
win tins week see the OPEC 
President Algeria’s Sadeq Bons- 
sena, who has said a 1986-style 
crash, when prices went under 
$10, is not impossible. 

Hitherto it was assumed that 
the July 25 meeting would try to 
fit in Kuwait and foe UAE under 
new quotas, but both Iraq and 
Iran now say the priority is quota 
discipline and firmer prices. 


The Tunisian government’s goal fa to i p m n the and « T.ulnfa ii s ti v e controls so that it can become 
economy’s heavy dependence on Imw wnH ^ i competitive and more reHant on the private sector. 

Tunisia’s reform plan 


produces turnaround 


Despite a difficult external environment throughout the 1980s, 
characterised by sharply falling oil prices, Tunisia avoided serious 
external debt problems and put in place measures to turn its economy 
around. In the following article, Thomas K. Monism, deputy chief 
of the International Monetary Fimd's North African division, reviews 
the comprehensive and outward-oriented adjustment programme 
adopted by Tunisia in 1986, and the country’s success in reducing 
imbalances, diversifying its economy, and restoring strong export 
gr o wth. Morrison also outlines the series of structural reforms 
implemented by Tunisia, which are providing foe basis for its 
economic recover. 


Oil price key to 
Anglo-Saudi Beal 


■r-J, < 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
£20 billion deal with Britain for 


sophisticated Tornado jets and 
other military supplies is on 


other military supplies is on 
course although weak oil prices 
could eventually undermine the 
kingdom's ability to pay. 

Gulf-based diplomats and oil 
• industry sources said Saturday 
the deal was going well but that 
the price of oil, with which Saudi 
Arabia pays for the equipment, 
remained the key to the project's 
. health. 

“I can assure you that there are 
no problems for the time being. It 
is conceivbaie that if ofl prices 
stay this low for a long time there 
might be a problem. But we are 
talking about months ahead at 
current prices,” said one source. 

Spot prices of crude are run- 
ning just under $4 a barrel below 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries' (OPEC) re- 
, ference price of $18 a barrel and 
30 per cent lower than they were 
*! ■ at the beginning of the year. 


conference in his other position 
as head of the kingdom’s 
meteorological department, held 
routine talks on the A1 Yam amah 
defence deal with British defence 
ministry official Alan Thomson. 

Oil industry sources in the Gulf 
said that any changes in the ofl 
payment structure of the A1 
Yam amah project would be the 
first real signs of any future diffi- 
culties. 


Saudi Arabia initially agreed to 
pay for the deal, which indudes 
projects continuing well nto the 
next century, with 400,000 barrels 
per day (bpd) of oil. 


- • Late last year, Saudi Arabia 

- paid over $1 billion to British 
Aerospace (BAE). which pro- 

: r daces the Tornado, to overcome 
a cash squeeze resulting from 
•- weak ofl prices. 


British Petroleum (B.P.) 
agreed to lift 300,000 bpd and 
Shell transport the balance. The 
proceeds from the sale of the oil 
were to be paid in BAE. 

However, when the deal was 
signed in 1986 ofl prices were 
around $28 per barrel but col- 
lapsed to lows of $10 and last year 
were around $18. This year, 
prices have slumped due to over- 
production — much of it by the 
kingdom’s neighbours the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Kuwait. 


A report in Thursday’s Finan- 
cial Tunes newspaper in London, 
that the project had a gain - hit 
funding problems, knocked down 
the shares of BAE. 


But this was quickly followed 
by denials from BAE, and from 
- Panavia Aircraft GMBH, the 
West German manager of the 
Anglo-German-Italian Tornado 
venture. 


■ On Saturday, the Saudi Press 
' Agency (SPA) carried a report 
quoting Saudi defence ministry 
/. aide Prince Fahd Ibn Abdullah as 

- ‘ saying the project; which includes 

- .a vast range of equipment factor- 
'»C5, and military bases, was notin 

difficulty. 

' -- The sources said Prince Fahd, 
in London for a~~ world ozone 


King Fahd has already called 
cm OPEC members to work for a 
firm production agreement to sta- 
bilise prices, something it hopes 
to see emerge from a July 25 
OPEC meeting in Geneva. 

The oil industry sources said 
that for last few months the 
Saudis have been allocating a 
further 100,000 bpd to cover the 
deal, which they sell direct onto 
the world market to compensate 
for any cash shortfalls for A1 

Yamamah . 


WASHINGTON (IMF Survey) 
— During the 1970s, Tunisia 
prospered as revenues from rapid- 
ly rising oil exports led to an 
increase in investment to 30 per 
cent from 20 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP)- At the 
same time, the government fol- 
lowed prudent finan cial policies, 
and directed investme n t into hu- 
man resources and diversification 
of the economic base. 

After a decade of rapid econo- 
mic growth and development, 
Tunisia experienced an extremely 
difficult period in the 1980s, with 
a large deterioration m the terms 1 
of trade and dedining petroleum 
■reserves. Petroleum exports fed 
from more than SDR (Special 
Drawing Rights) 1.1 billion in 
1981 to approximately SDR 370 
mUHoa in 1986 owing to adverse 
price and volume movements. 
The share of petroleum exports 
declined to 25 per cent from over 
50 per cent of total exports during 
the same period. Total exports 
fed by approximately SDR 700 
million, while non-energy exports 
grew only marginally, causing im- 
port volume to contract by about 
20 per cent. Real economic 
growth dropped to an average of 
less than three per cent a year. 

External and internal imba- 
lances emerged in the 1980s as 
investment and consumption — 
particularly by the public sector 
— continued at levels close to 
those of the booming 1970s. The 
external current account deficit, 
which averaged 8.5 per cent of 
GDP during 1981-86 and reached 
a peak of 10.9 per cent of GDP in 
1984, necessitated increased bor- 
rowing from private external 
sources at high interest rates. The 
rising level of external debt, com- 
bined with declining export earn- 
ings, led to an increase in the 
ratio of debt service to exports of 
goods and services from 14 per 
cent in 1980 to 28 per cent in 
1986. By the end of 1986. gross 
reserves had fallen to the equiva- 
lent of five weeks of imports. The 
overall government budget deficit 
increased to five-eight per cent of 


GDP during 1982-86 from less 
than three per cent of GDP in 
1981. An accommodating monet- 
ary policy resulted in an average 
expansion of domestic credit of 
20 per cent a year during 1981-85 
and an increase in the consumer 
price index of about 10 per cent 
annuall y. 

In late 1985, the government 
formulated policies to reduce the 
fiscal and external deficits 
through new revenue measures, 
expenditure restraint, and depre- 
dation of the exchange rate. Poli- 
, cy problems were co mp o un ded in 
•1986. however, when oil prices, 
'dropped by* approximately 50 per 
cent and a severe drought led to a 
two-thirds decline in cereal pro- 
duction. 

In the expectation that Tunisia 
would become a net importer of 
petroleum by 1991, the author- 
ities adopted a comprehensive, 
long-run approach in the Seventh 
Development Plan (1987-91). 
Their top priority during the first 
phase of this programme was to 
reduce the internal and external 
imbalances. At the same time, 
the government introduced a 
series of structural reforms to 
reorient economic policies away 
from the heavy reliance on admi- 
nistrative controls and public sec- 
tor involvement that bad de- 
veloped in the 1970s and early 
1980s. 


Reducing imbalances 


A comprehensive series of me- 
asures adopted in 1986 and 1987 
contributed to a st unning turnar- 
ound in the balance of payments. 
The current account deficit fell 
from eight per cent of GDP in 

1986 to less than one per cent in 

1987 because of a decline in the 
investment-to-GDP ratio and an 
increase in the savings ratio. The 
latter stemmed from tightened 
fiscal policy and a sharp depreda- 
tion of the real effective exchange 
rate. 

Exogenous factors also moved 
in Tunisia’s favour in 1987, with a 
recovery of agricultural produc- 


tion following the 1986 drought 
and a three per cent improvement 
in the terms of trade, largely as a 
result of a partial recovery in 
petroleum prices. Led by strong 
exports, tourism, and agricultural 
production, real GDP grew 5.8 
per cent in 1987. inflation was 
contained at 8 per cent, despite 
tiie rise in administered prices. 
The large decline in investment, 
however, aggravated unemploy- 
ment, which rose to about 15 per 
cent in 1987 from 13 per cent in 
•1985. 

The real effective exchange 
rate depreciated by approximate- 
ly 22 per cent in 1986 and by 
further five per cent in 1987. The 
export and tourism sectors re- 
sponded to these improved incen- 
tives; non-energy export volume 
increased more than 13 per cent 
in 1987 and tourism receipts 
jumped 40 per cent in real terms. 
Imports also declined four per 
cent in volume, largely as a result 
of sharply lower imports of capit- 
al goods and food.-"-- 

The. balance of payments con- 
tinued to perform well in 1988, 
when the current account moved 
to an unprecedented surplus of 
one per cent of GDP. Non-ener- 
gy export volume grew by 12 per 
cent, and tourism receipts almost 
doubled owing, in part, to the 
opening of the border with Libya 
in April 1988. Gross reserves 
reached the equivalent of over 
three months of imports. In 1989, 
however, the current account 
moved bade into deficit, reflect- 
ing the return of tourism to nor- 
mal levels, high food imports in 
the wake of a drought, and capit- 
al goods imports accompanying 
tiie recovery of foreign invest- 
ment. 

Tunisia's turnaround since 
19869ince 1986 is striking. After 
years of declining total exports 
and stagnant non-energy exports 
and service receipts, the adjust- 
ment measures taken by the gov- 
ernment contributed to a growth 
of exports of goods and services 
equivalent to 14 percentage 
points of GDP in the three years 
from 1987 through 1989. Non- 
energy export volume grew at an 
average rate of 14 per cent a year 
during the same period. 

Tunisia’s external debt situa- 
tion has also been considerably 
alleviated in recent years. The 
ratio of debt service to exports of 
goods and services fell from 28 
per cent in 1986 to 22.5 per cent 
in 1989, reflecting rather modest 
rates of debt accumulation. 
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Romania 
needs $1 b 
a year 


KUWAIT (AP) — A decree 
puUfrbed Sunday set Kuwait’s 
state budget for the 1990-91 
fiscal year with a deficit of $5 
bfllkm. . 

The biltion-doflar increase 
over last year’s projected ' : gap 
cxmesatatiriMpfrisingspefld-^ 
mg and faffing worW ofl prices. ' 

The decree issued , by Sheikh; 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah/ 
fixed public expenditures for 
file fiscal year ending June 30, 
1991 at 3,634 million . Kuwaiti 
dinais ($12.7 billion). / 

Revenues for the same 
period were projected at 2^05 
million dinars ($8.4 bfllkm). 

The deficit was officially put 
*at 1,469 million dinars ($5.1 
bilHofa), 

That would leave a deficit of 
1,229 miffion dinars (54J3 bfl- 
lkm). However, deposits in die 
posterity fund drive it up to 
1,469 million dinars ($5.1 bfl- 
lkm). 

The gov ernm ent is obliged 
by law to allocate 10 per cent 
of the revenues to the future 
generations fund, a facility in- 
tended to ensure pr o sp e rit y in 
the post-oil era. 

Last year, the expenditure 
was set at 3,326 million dinars' 
against revenues of 2,230 mfl- 
lian dinars ($7.7 bflfiou), leav- 
ing a deficit of 1,096 rfftlK nn 
dinars or about $4 bflfiou. 

The final account for the 
expenditure, revenue and de- 
ficit for 1989-90 has yet to be 
announced. 

Kuwait is a prominent mem- 
ber of the 13-nation Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), and has 
been suffering budget deficits 
like other oil-exporting nations 
of the Gulf since the price of 
oil began to waver in the early 
1980s. 

Anticipated oil revenues for 
the fiscal year 1990-91 have 
been set at 2,109 million 
Kuwaiti dinars ($7.4 bfllkm)', or 
88 peif cent of the total re- 
venues of the state. 

Economists noted that if the 
present decline in ofl prices 
continues, the ofl revenues 
estimates would not be ful- 
filled. 

. Economists and. financiers 
also noted that the deficit, due 
to )ie covered by public tending . 
or from the state’s reserves, is 
alleviated by the country’s re- 
venues from foreign invest- 
ments. 

Hie foreign investment in- 
come is usually not included in 
the state’s balance sheet. 

Kuwait has more than 100 
billion of surplus petrodollars 
mostly invested in the United 
States, Britiar West Ger- 
many, France a*d other indus- 
trialised countries. They take 
tiie form of equity shares, gov- 
ernment bonds, real estate or 
bank deposits. 

The state’s latest foreign in- 
vestment ventures was the 
takeover of Mobil I tali ana’s 
downstream operations for 
$300 million. 

The budget was approved by 
tiie new cabinet Wednesday 
and passed to the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber for approval. 

The next budget should be 
debated by the newly estab- 
lished interim legislature, the 
National Council, due to be 
inaugurated by the emir on 
■July 9. 
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An offset programme, whereby 
British firms set up manufactur- 
ing and service projects in Saudi 

Arabia to offset some of the huge 

cost, is an important aspect of A1 ^ 
Yamamah. 

Prince Fahd said that this part 
of the deal was also now going 
smoothly. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


U.S. dollar 
Pernod Starting 
Deutschmark 
Swiss franc 
Fiend) Eranc 


Saturday, June 30, 1990 
Central Bank nrtirisl rates 

*03 ton Japanese yen (for 100) 437.7 4403 

«6.0 670.0 g»g l i| p fldcr US'S 

11fil.fi n At s Swedish crown liO-Z llv-» 

4fn o jihi Itilm fin (for 100) 54.7 55.0 


[ifil.fi 11 At a aweaM crown 
400.9 403 J Itafiaa fin (for 100) 54-7 55.0 

470.7 473.5 Belgian franc (for IQ) 193.7 194.9 

«9.4 130.1 
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Enjoy Your Favourite Drink with 
3 Countries Band 
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From 6:00 - 8:00 pm 
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ftMRECAST FOR MONDAY JTOLY 2, W90-. 

. By Thomas S. Pmson^ Astrologer, Carro# f^^ ^txindalforT 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
can' get yourself inv ol ved in some 
minor master relationships. today 
union you are careful and make a 
point of bolding steady to accepted 
principles and proven methods. 


taflr out how yon cur be more 
businesslike ami successful m prac- 
tical matters. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now find that an outside 
contact does not see eye to eye 
wife you and it is advisable you do 
not react in a negative manner hot 
dreamt calmly.' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
period when a more modern stance 
needs to be adopted by you if you 
are to be able to get along with 
others who have strong and defi- 
nite views. 


GEM0NI:(May21 to June 21) You 
have a change of plans in relations 
to a friend's wishes and that of 
your dose attachment but don't let 
money be the deciding factor. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) There se e ms to be a 
cooffict between your home and 
your outside promises or duties 
and don’t try to get a dynamic 
person to influence what yon do. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Apply 
your usual standard of conduct and 
actions to some new interest that 
arises and you can handle it hi such 
a manner you make headway. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Money dealings with others 
should be of first concern to you so 


UBRAf (September 23 to October 
. 22) Be avaflabfe to .an asucufe 
who has some different ideas then 
those. tinder which you- have been 
operating and don’t.. % family 
members get in fee way. ' 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Consider well how you can . 
be mote efficient wifejtior time on 
whatever activities yon arc pur- 
suing and plan boms in a -sane, 
sensible manner. . . 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
Decem ber 21) Sidestep my (fisan- 
sioos over money and property 
matters today and get into the 
various ways you can' make prog- 
ress gaining intimate desires. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) There are some many 
beneficial change* you can make at 
your residence today you would be 
wise to forego some worldly activ- 
ity to get them attended to. 

. AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru-. 
ary 19) It will do you no good to 
spend time worrying over what yon 
can not avoid, today but rather be 
with good friends and mate work- 
ing out mutual- concer ns . *7 

PISCES: (February 20 to, March 
20) Think about what you cam best 
do go increase your financul and 
prapectyweUbc^ngwhho&tgettiiig 
into any friction with aibdg time 
acquain tance. - •'.i”’ - 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“I’ve decided to be a vegetarian. 
From now on, i eat nothing hut 
potato chips! ■ 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wonts. 


MOXIA 


DAGUR 


TINIVE 


□ 

I 

I 

_ 

a : 


1 ACTOLE 



I 

m 

jj 



Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: THE 


Yesterday’s 


[Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: AMITY TAWNY FOURTH HEARSE 
Answer. What all butchersseU but not many peopte 
.. eat— RAW MEAT 


THE Daily Crossword by Martha J.DeWtn 


ACROSS 
1 Pindarics 
5 Obsession 

10 it. wine center 

14 Season 

15 Solo 

16 Romulus to 
Remus 

17 Confections 

19 Adolescent 

20 Ethiopian city 

21 Indianapolis 
natives 

23 DogsJedder’s 
command 

25 Saucy 

,26 Famous cow 

29 ttWll hush- 
hush gp. 

32 Laugh 

35 Br. poet 
laureate 

36 Dull surfaces 


mmmm mmmmm auaa 


tai 

IH 

a 


39 Lamp 
inspector 

40 Put forth 

41 Heels 

42 Inventor's 
initials 

43 Audio's best 

44 Neighborhood 

45 Ready to go 

47 Before cow or 
horse 

48 Horse opera 
star of old 

49 Notion 
51 Eyelid 

- darkener 
53 Faster 
57 Canoe power 

61 Matterhorn 
she 

62 Eglantine 

64 Speed of step 

65 Depart 

68 Egg-shaped 
67 Suit to — 

66 Slipped up . 

69 Scruff 


61M0 Trtbun* Madia Snwicas, tao, 
AH Rights fWnrwf ^ 


DOWN 

1 Gr. peak 

2 Crews 

3 Sch. type 

4 More humid 


6 Parents 

6 Beer kin 

7 A Beery 
B Division word 
9 Moral man? 

10 Togs 

11 Loved one 

12 Bank of seats 

13 Hostels 
18 Factual 
22 Places 
24 Put-up fobs 

26 Poetry Muse - 

27 Joshua or 
Bla 

28 Loved one 
9) Cubic meter " 

31 Lightning 

unit .... 

33 Presbyter 

34 Attempt- "40 M — 

36 Encountered 48 Peqi 

37 WWU skip, 

command 50 Choi 
41 Witches' brew seat 

„ Pot 52Ch« 

43 Hurried - 53 Epic 



nnnn nnnnri nnnn 
nnm ranrinra rcnnn 
nnnii nnnnnnrarann 
nnnn nnn nmran 
nnnn omnn nnn 
nnn nnnnnnnr! 
oncinfi rennn nnrm 
nnnrarann nruirauran 
nnran nnnn nnnnn 

^ nnnnnnnn nnn 

rann nnnn nnr?rj 
nnnnn nnn nniin 
nnnnnnrjunn nnnn 
nnnn nnramn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


46 “ — Fkleles" ”-"54’ Laridihap'-- 
48 Pequod" .. .,55 Pitcher; 

skipper' . ' - 50 Stem - 
50 Choice. theaier S8 .P«fli;don&a 
«wt flte 59 'Spring •" - 

52 Chose,.- ^'VflOA-GanMfo;- 

53 Epic 93 Adam’* db - 
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dies 


RQSttJMJ frdand’s dreams 
. ofyorld Cup gioiy died Saturday 
iu^it, but coach lack Chariton 
Wid he hoped the team's strong 
showing throughout the tourna- 
ment put the Irish on the interna- 
tional soccer map. 

“We’ievery disappointed to be 
going hpmer Chariton said after 
his team’s 1-0 loss to Italy in a 
*UMrterfinal match. "But we’re 
wry proud and I thinlr the 
people at home will be very 
proud and that pleases us vcfry 
ranch.” 

. Making its first World Cup 
. appea ranc e, Ireland advanced to 
^ <J0arterfinals by drawing^ its 
three first-round games against 
Egypt, England and the Nether- 
lands. It then defeated Romania 
in a second-round penalty shoot- 
out after playing to a fourth draw. 

But against Italy Saturday 
night, Ireland’s attack had trou- 
ble kicking into gear. It only 
managed one or two serious 
threats against Italian goalkeeper 
Walter Zenga. 

In the first 30 minutes of the 
game, the Irish defence con- 
founded the Italians, repeatedly 


Schlllachi: Please 
don’t wake me up 


ROME (R) — Italy’s Salvatore 
Schiliaci, transformed' from 
second division minnow to World 
Cup superstar in fittle more than 
a year, is living in a dream. 

“Please don’t wake me up,” 
Schiliaci said after his fourth goal 
in five matches put Italy into the 
World Cup s emifin als. 

The 25-year-old Sicilian scored 
the only goal in Italy’s victory 
over Ireland in Rome’s Olympic 
stadium Saturday night. 

The win extended the hosts’ 
record as the only World Cup 
side not to concede a goal and set 
up a dash with defending cham- 
pions Argentina in Naples 
Tuesday. 

Schiliaci, bolding an ice pack to 
a black eye sustained in a clash 
with his marker Mick McCarthy, 
described the goat as his best of 
the tooraament. ..- 

“I. scored a very difficult, goal 
because the ball -was bouncing 
wben it got to me,? .said the 
quicksilver . Sicilian. 

SchiHacfs opportunistic effort 
came in the 37th minute of a 
match full of fire and action from 
both sides. 

Irish goalkeeper Pat Bonner 
could only parry a thunderous 
shot from midfielder Roberto 


Donadotri. Schiliaci darted in 
from the left, looked up long 
enough to choose his spot and slid 
the loose ball home into the far 
comer of die net. 

Schillari, who dismissed his 
dash with the Irish captain as 
“normal for this level of competi- 
tion,’* was efisappointed that a 
second goal, a minute before the 
final whistle, was disallowed for 
offside. 

“My teammates tell me that I 
set out from an onside position," 
said Schiliaci, who joined Juven- 
tiis from second dfvion club Mes- 
sina last season and had won only 
one international cap before the 
World Cup finals. 

The disallowed goal prompted 
Italian coach Azeglio Vicmi to 
■ break his golden rale about not 
discussing the behaviour of the 
: referees.- 

“Everybody has eyes and I 
wish they open them,” be said. 

. Roberto Baggio, who wfll be 
Scfaillari's teammate at Juventus 
next season, also bad a goal 
disallowed for offside • 

Schillari saw another chance 
come to nothing when be rifled a 
shot against the crossbar. The 
ball ricocheted down on to the 
goal line and bounced away. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQ108 0AQJ98 4Q95 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

<?_ 2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQ108 <78 OAQJ98 4Q95 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Kast South West North 

'1 DM Pass ’ 1 NT 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Qj — As South, vulnerable, you 
hokl: 

4AQ108 98 CAQJ98 4Q9S 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

I 9 DM Pass 1 NT 

Pass 2 0 - Pass 3 0 

Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K 9Q6 0KJ1063 4-107652 


The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
14 2 4 T 

What action do you take? 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K 9 Q6 OKJ1063 +107652 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 + 2 * Pass Pass 

DM Pass 7 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+2 9Q65 OQJ96 +A9742 

The bidding has proc e e d ed: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 NT Paa 

2 + Pass ? 

What action do- you take? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


Vicini wants 24 hours 
to rest bis mind 


In the Wings 
heads for 


intercepting passes to break up 
scoring rashes. In the 25th mi- 
nute, Zenga had to make a diving 
save on a header by striker Niall 
Qrann. 

But after Italian striker Salva- 
tore Schillari scored in the 38th 
minute, Ireland had trouble get- 
ting back into the match. The loss 
ended Ireland’s 17-game un- 
beaten streak. 

“We’ve got a great bunch of 
players who’ve got a great heart 
and a lot of technical ability," 
Charlton said. ’T feel they've 
done as well as they were able to. 
Maybe they’ve put the Irish team 
on the map in the eyes of the 
world.” 

The manager, a member of 
England's 1966 World Cup win- 
ner, told reporters he was ready 
to relax a while. 

“We are out of the tournament 
now and I'd just like to express 
how much we've enjoyed the 
whole experience," Charlton 
said. “Now, I want to go have a 
couple of pints with the lads, sing 
a couple of songs and catch a 
flight home. IMl probably be 
fishing Monday." 


MARIONO, Italy (R) — Italian camp at Castellammare di Stabia, RfM/CJ I 

coach Azeglio Vram, still digest- a seaside resort south of Naples. 1 IW J f vwv/wl 


W. Germans squirm ps 
Czechs into semifinals 


Mhwar' ■. 


ing his side’s ran into the World 
Cup semifinals, does not want to 
turn his thoughts to Argentina, 
their next opponents, just yet. 

“We will take 24 hours' rest 
mentally and then from tomo- 
rrow we wfll start to think about 
Argentina,” Vicini said Sunday. 

“It seems normal to me that as 
yon go further on a bit of tired- 
ness sets in — not just for the 
Italian squad but for everyone," 
be noted. 

The physical work goes on 
though. The players who were not 
called up for the 1-0 win over 
Ireland Saturday night, phis sub- 
stitutes Aldo Serena and Carlo 
Ancelotti, were out playing a 
training game early Sunday. 

To the accompaniment of the 
screams of dozens of adoring 
teenagsd girls, the men responsi- 
ble for Saturday’s quarter-final 
win contented themselves with 
some leisurely jogging around the 
sunlit pitch at Marion’s little sta- 
dium. 

For the first time in this World 
Cup, the squad were leaving their 
luxury hotel at Marino, in the 
cool hills outside Rome, to set up 


a seaside resort south of Naples. 

Monday morning they were 
due to train at the San Paolo 
stadium in Naples, scene of Tues- 
day’s semifinal against Argen- 
tina. 

Vicini usually announces his 
team the day before each match 
but, with only two days between 
games this time, said he might 
wait until Tuesday. 

“I don’t want to give the 
Argentines the least advantage.” 

But ‘the coach, who took 
charge of the squad after the last 
World Cup, hinted that be would 
most likely stick to the side which 
beat Ireland — although midfiel- 
der Nicola Berti is expected to get 
back his place after a one-match 
suspension. 

“I will change little if anything 
at all," said Vicini, who has been 
spending time with Enzo Bear- 
zot, his predecessor who took 
Italy to World Cop triumph in 
1982 and who is a guest at the 
Italian training camp. 

“He is a pillar of calm and 
serenity for the players,” said 
Vicini who worked under Bearzot 
on three previous World Cup 

campaigns 


Nerves take over in 
penalty shoot-outs 


FLORENCE (R) — Diego Mara- 
dona Mamed it on divine in- 
tervention, Diegan Stojkovic on 
mmd-numbmg exhaustion. 

But neither was the first big 
name to miss a spot kick in 
penalty shoot-outs at the World 
Cop finals . 

When a team’s fate hangs in 
the balance, tension can paralyse 
coordination and jar nerves of 
steel. 

Maradona's feeble shot and 
Stojkovic’s reckless blast against 
the top of the bar were among 
five failed penalties out of 10 as 
Argentina scrapped through 3-2 
in the shoot-out against Yugosla- 
via Saturday. 

If it seemed an astonishingly 
high failure rate for top-notch 
professionals at the world’s pre- 
mier event, there was more sym- 
pathy than condemnation for the 
players.' 

Yugoslav coarii Ivica Osim, 
whose team played with 10 men 
for almost 90 minutes after the 
sending off of midfielder Refik 
Sabanadzovic, said he could not 
have asked more of his players 
who were exhausted by the scor- 
ching heat of the Tuscan sun. 


“It was just too bad about the 
penalties. But they had been 
playing for two hours in that heat 
and you must understand it’s easy 
to make a mistake like that,” be 
said. 

The match brought back 
memories of the classic France- 
Brazil encounter in Mexico four 
years ago when stars of the mag- 
nitude of Michel Platini and So- 
crates both missed in the penalty 
shoot-out, again in extremely hot 
and exhausting conditions. 

To cap it all, Zico had missed a 
penalty in normal time in an 
extraordinary game which 
finished with three of the world's 
greatest players failing in what is 
regarded as little more than a 
formality for men of much lesser 
prestige. 

Maradona’s miss at the end of a 
quarter-final which did not pro- 
duce a single goal even after extra 
time was the third shoot-out flop 
of his career. 


PARIS (R) — In the Wings 
cruised to an easy length and a 
half victory over Ode in Sunday’s 
Group One Grand Prix de Samt- 
Ooud horse race 

The colt set himself up for a 
crack at the King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth stakes at Ascot 
at the end of the month where 
Irish Derby winner Salsabil could 
be among the opposition. 

English raider Carroll House, 
last year's Prix deT Arc deTriom- 
phe winner, bad to settle for 
fourth place in a race dominated 
by the French. 

American Cash Asmussen 
tried new tactics on 3-10 favourite 
In the Wings, waiting in mid- 
division in the 2.4-kilometre 
event. 

But the colt showed his familiar 
turn of foot to take it up at the 
200-metre pole and win as he 
liked. 

Robert Acton, representing 
winning owner Sheikh Moham- 
mad of Dubai, said: “That was a 
very nice success and In the 
Wings will now represent the 
Sheikh in th King George rather 
than Old Vic." 

Old Vic won the French and 
Irish derbys last year but was a 
disappointing third on his season- 
al debut at Royal Ascot nine days 
ago. 

Acton added: “Old Vic showed 
be still needed time at Ascot and 
it is probably asking too much of 
tiie colt to take this one so soon. 
If the two do dash, it will be in 
the Arc de Triomphe in the au- 
tumn.” 


MILAN (Agencies) — Captain 
Loth a r Matthaeus scored his 
fourth World Cup goal on a 
penalty kick to push West Ger- 
many past Czechoslovakia 1-0 
Sunday and into the semifinal of 
tiie World Cop. 

The West Germans will meet 
either Cameroon of England, 
who played later Sunday, in 
Wednesday’s semifinal in Turin. 

Czechoslovakia was elimin- 
ated. 

Matthaeus’ penalty kick in the 
24th minute finished off some 
brilliant work from star striker 
Juergen Klinsmann. 

After pressuring throughout 
the opening spell, Klinsmann first 
rode high tackles of Ivan Hasek 
and Lubos Kubik, then rushed 
into the penalty area where !ie 
was sandwiched by Jozef Ctao- 
vanec and Frantisek Straka. 

Referee Helmut Kohl of Au- 
stria called a penalty kick, and 
Matthaeus blasted it home.. 

West Germany dominated 
throuhgout the match and 
Czechoslovakia's chances to 
score were reduced further when 
forward Lubomir Moravcflc was 
sent off with two yellow cards in 
the 72nd minute. 

The margin could easily have 
been bigger, but Hasek beaded 
the ball twice off the line and 
Michal Bflek did it once when 
goalie Jan Stejskal was already 
beaten. 

“The Czechoslovak team was a 
very strong one," West German 
coach Franz Beckenbauer said. 
“The boys were very tired, but 


the fans helped a lot... overall it 
was very good teamwork.” 

West Germany played without 
veteran striker Rudi Voeller, a 
three-goal scorer who was sus- 
pended for receiving a red card in 
the second round. Karlheinz Rie- 
dle played in his place, teaming 
with Klinsmann. 

“The Klinsmann- Riedle com- 
bination did not work very well, 
but the important thing is that we 
won,” Beckenbauer said. 

Czechoslovak coach Jozef 
Venglos acknowledged his team 
had some difficulties. 

“That’s soccer," he said. “I 
saw some problems in midfield, 
but I thought my team was quite 
coherent. ...we are unhappy be- 
cause we looked forward to this 
match and and hoped to do bet- 
ter.” 

Czechoslovakia’s Tomas 
Skuhravy, the leading World Cup 


scorer with five goals, •remained 
tightly in the grip of defend;? 
Juergen Kohler throughout the 
match. 

West Germany exercised con- 
trol in midfield and always looked 
more dangerous, with Uwe Bern, 
reinstated to the side after cur- 
sing the second-round cis.y-. 
against the Netherlands, comr ; 
ing well with Pierre Littbarsfcs. 

Czechoslovak captain Ivar- 
Hasek twice saved his ride bsfo: 1 : 
the interval when, with keeper 
Stejskal beaten, he headed off 
the goal line first from a Guido 
Buchwald header in the 18th mi- 
nute and then from a Klinsmann 
snap shot deep into injury time. 

Mkhal Bilek stepped in barely 
a minute after the interval, dar- 
ing a Buchwald header after Sti- 
jskal found himsself stranded y.» 

again . 
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TAKE STUDYING BY MAIL SERIOUSLY 
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Education. Some people believe that because you are getting your educa’icn j- ( 
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YOUR BIRTH STONE 

brings you 

Luck & Fulfills Your Hopes 


All Gems available in Exclusive designs 
1 8 KT gold at : 


CLUB PISCINE 

Crown Hotel U9 Jj±dc-3IL13 


For membership & details. 

Tel. 798181 


IV & Radio Station Road 


Olympic size swimming pool 
Swimming lessons 
Squash & Tennis courts 
Sports Club & Lots more 
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WORLD RESOURCES 


AMRA HOTEL 
AMMAN 





Beautiful resorts of the Black Sea coast as Neptun, Mamaia and Etorie Nord. 

The full green resorts in the Carpathian Mountains as Potana Brasov and Sinaia 
Splendid tours as Bucharest — The Garden — capital of Romania and ancient Brasov in the mountains. 
Original medical treatments based on very efficient natural cure factors, mineral waters end high level 
medical assistance as: 

— Geriatric cures (antisderotic properties) in Otopeni sanatorium and Flora Hotel Bucharest. 

— Peli-Amar (chronic degenerative rheumatism) in same places and many others. 

— Watering cures ki Felix, Herculane spas and on the Black Sea coasL Everywhere first class and 
luxe hotels, entertainments, original 'Rommian folklore shows,_ night clubs and many others... 

Weekly every Monday 

For Information and bookings, please c on tact 
PETIA TOURS 
Amman - Jordan, P. O. Box: 1803, 
phones: H7fl2a/B70»7/870448/e70499, Tsfenc 23232, Fax: 681402. 
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aATO summit may announce 
withdrawal of nuclear shells 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO leaders may announce 
plans to withdraw all U.S. nndear artillery shells 
from W estern Europe when they meet in London for 
a summit this week, alliance sources said Sunday. 


The sources, who asked not to 
he identified, said die United 
States had suggested withdrawing 
■he shells. most of which are 
;n West Germany, on con* 
that the Soviet Union com- 
pletesjts pianned troop pullout 
from Eastern Europe. 

"We're still discussing the prop- 
osal at NATO," said one source. 
“If there's agreement, there wiD 
an announcement at the 
summit." 

Such a move would cut 
NATO’s nuclear arsenal in West- 
ern Europe by roughly half and 
per naps help overcome Moscow's 
continued resistance to seeing a 
.‘i. "ailed Germany join the 16-na- 
tion Western < alliance, the: sources 
said. 

The sources said the U.S. prop- 
osal was part of a package of 
initiatives handed to the atli am ^ 
for discussion ahead of the sum- 
mit. called to discuss NATO’s 
role ic the post-cold war era. 
They gave no further details. 

“We won’t be giving Moscow 
something for nothing on this,” 
said another source. “The with- 
ilrawal would be linked to the 
rollout of Soviet forces in East- 
ern Europe.” 

The Soviet Union has already 
begun withdrawing forces from 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia. 

NATO has said Moscow can 


have several years to withdraw 
the 360,000 troops now stationed 
m East, Germany after German 
unification is completed. 

NATO agreed in May not to 
modernise the nuclear artillery 
shells in view of the revolutio nar y 
changes in Eastern Europe and 
the military collapse of the War- 
saw Pact. 

Tbc number of the 155mm and 
203mm shells in Europe is classi- 
fied, but is thought to be around 
1,500. With a range of between 
15 and 30 kilometres, they were 
intended to wipe out Soviet tanks 
and troops in any mass attack on 
.the West. 

Several NATO countries have 
called for the unilateral with- 
drawal of the shells, including 
West Germany which faces a 
strong anti-nuclear lobby as it 
heads towards unification. 

Bonn expects all-German elec- 
tions in December and a with- 
drawal, of the shells could help 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s cen- 
tre-right coalition. 

The NATO summit, Thursday 
and Friday, will discuss how the 
alliance should adapt its military 
strategy and needs to changed 
times. That includes sensitive 
questions about the future role of 
nuclear weapons. 

There has been speculation 
that Washington would want to 


include the shells in negotiations 
with Moscow on short-range nuc- 
lear forces (SNF) in Europe, due 
to start later tins year or in early 
1991. 

_ But NATO sources said reduc- 
tions in the shells would be ex- 
tremely difficult to verify, as they 
resembled conventional artillery 
charges and could easily be hid- 
den or disguised. 

NATO has also agreed not to 
modernise its other battlefield 
nuclear weapon, the ageing 
Lance missile, but says that some 
form of n ud ear deterrent must 
remain in Western Europe as 
long as the Soviet Union has such 
weapons. 

The short-range Lance mis- 
siles, which are expected to be 
induded in arms talks with Mos- 
cow, and aircraft bombs make up 
the rest of the alliance's nuclear 
arsenal in Europe. 

NATO leaders will try at next 
week’s summit to reassure the 
Soviet Union that it has nothing 
to fear form the Western alliance, 
a senior official said Friday. 

“You will get a very dear 
message about the peaceful inten- 
tions of our member nations... 
and also about the non-aggressive 
character of our alliance," said 
NATO Secretary-General Man- 
fred Woemer. 

He spoke to reporters after 
meeting with Hungarian Foreign 
Minster Geza Jeszenszky, whose 
country has said ft intends to pull 
out of the Soviet-led Warsaw 
Pact. Jeszenszky said there was 
no move in Hungary for the 


Sr! Lankan troops break through 
cordon of rebel bunkers, kill 25 


i.- 

hrofcc through a cor- 
* r •: r eH»i bunkers and overran 
■ or. :b : •-or s - 

:• Sri* f 
it Military said Sunday. 

One soldier was killed and 25 
wci e wounded in Saturday’s op- 
eration. the officials said. 

The officials described the loss 
>f the hideout in Maricbcfauk- 
ka-Jdi village. 185 kilometres 
north of Colombo, as a major 
blow to the rebels. 

The hideout was hidden in de- 
nse forest and was dose to the 
Indian Ocean, they said, making 
it an ideal point for transporting 
men and weapons to the north. 
The militants have had an upper 
hand in that region since fighting 
in the civil war renewed on June 
11 . 

Also Saturday, police raided 
the homes of 10 Tamil parlia- 
ment members in Colombo and 
disarmed them and their body- 
guards, a military official said 
Sunday. 

The offidal said the raid was 
conducted in the downtown Kol- 
lupitiya neighbourhood homes of 
the politicians of the Eelam Re- 
volutionary Organisation of Stu- 
dents (EROS), a pro-Tamil rebel 
parry. 

Thirty-five guns and 20,000 
rounds of ammunition were con- 
fiscated in the raid that was part 
of the government's efforts to 
disarm politicians, said the offi- 


cial. w o caitnut. be identified 
under briefing rules. 

The government has already 
uaffccattd about £,000 guiu. 

from other politi- 
cians, issued to their bodyguards 
last year at the height of a 
Sinhalese insurgency. 

EROS, winch has 13 repre- 
sentatives in the 225-member par- 
- lament, is dosdy aligned with the 
Li berat ion Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE)u who are fighting govern- 
ment forces for the control of the 
north and cast. 

The militia wants to establish a 
separate homeland for the minor- 
ity Tamil, claiming they are dis- 
criminated against by the major- 
ity Sinhalese in jobs and educa- 
tion. 

Sinhalese comprise 75 per cent 
of Sri Lanka’s 16 million people 
and control the government and 
the military. Tamils make up 18 
per dent of the population. 

Fighting between the Tamil Ti- 
gers and government forces 
erupted last month after a Tamil 
man complained to the rebels 
that he was manhandled by 
Sinhalese police in the eastern 
port town of Batticaloa. 

At least 1,820 combatants have 
died in the hostilities; that ended a 
13-month tenuous ceasefire and 
peace talks between the Tamil 
Tigers and the government of 
President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa. 

On Saturday, EROS General 


Walesa wins battle for 
Solidarity power base 


V, ARSAW (R) — Solidarity's 
Citizen's Committees voted down 
a proposal to turn themselves into 
a ?ro-govemment party Saturday 
after Lech Walesa warned that ft 
cou*d eventually lead Poland 
back to dictatorship. 

Walesa scored a triumph in his 
battle with supporters of Prime 
Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki 
when only i0 of the 160 commit- 
tee delegates from Poland's pro- 
vinces voted for the Solidarity-led 
government’s proposal. 

The committees have emerged 
as Poland's most powerful elec- 
toral machine, twice sweeping 
Solidarity to victory in the past 
vsar. end Walesa said the govern- 
ment's plan would make them the 
for a new power monopoly. 
He urged the delegates to think 
carefully before agreeing to form 
a centralised federation support- 
^S the government and speaker 
r-.cf speaker joined him in 
reposing the proposal. 

‘I prefer Solidarity to unity,” 
.-•id Andrzej Kropiwnicki. 

- .»ctfter delegate, Andrzej Kos- 
■ ■ syk, accused Mazowiecki’ s 
.. . porters of trying to create a 
■-government 4 ‘superparty.” 
’There is a danger that the 
v o!e of Solidarity will be forced 
, 'o one government suit,” Kos- 
. .czyk declared. 

^Legates voted instead for a 
T-f alesa proposal to meet again in 
three weeks to discuss the possi- 
bility of -holding monthly confer- 
ences without any formal political 
structures. 

Despite his triumph, Walesa 


appeared intent on averting a 
final split with MazowiecJd’s sup- 
porters. 

He bad urged the committees 
to take no final decisions Satur- 
day or at a rival meeting called by 
the government camp for Sun- 
day. But the vote showed the 
committees backed him on the 
matter and they were thought 
unlikely to reverse their decision. 

Deftly playing on memories of 
the 45-year rule of the recently 
dissolved Communist Party, 
Walesa said Solidarity’s revolu- 
tion was in danger of losing its 
way, like all other revolutions, 
now that it occupied the seats of 
power. 

He said the role of the commit- 
tees in strengthening Poland’s 
fledgling democracy lay m de- 
veloping political pluralism, not 
in the unity proposed by the 
government. 

“When I hear people teaching 
me now that, more than plural- 
ism, we need to build in unity, I 
can understand them but I am 
afraid of them,” Walesa told hun- 
dreds of delegates packed into 
the parliament senate chamber. 

“We need to create pluralistic 
structures today so that people 
who come later cannot become 
dictators.” 

Walesa denied stirring up con- 
flict with the government because 
of its reluctance to accept him as 
president of Poland. 


Secretary Velupillai Balakumar 
appealed to Premadasa to stop 
the government offensive in the 
north and east where most of Sri 
Lanka’s Tamils live. 

In a letter to the president, 
copies of which were given to 
reporters. Balakumar said “heap- 
ing untold misery on the Tamil 
people would only make them 
support the LTTE more and 
more.” 

The letter called on Premadasa 
to restart peace talks and end its 
aerial offensive on northern Jaff- 
na peninsula, the rebel stron- 
ghold where the guerrillas have 
besieged a strategic fort since 
June 11. 

In an effort to break the siege, 
government planes have bombed 
and strafed surrounding residen- 
tial areas, killing an unknown 
number of civilians. The govern- 
ment blames the deaths on pilot 
error. 

“Time is running out. Please 
show your gesture to the suffering 
Tamil-speaking people,” the let- 
ter said. 

Since the fighting started, Pre- 
madasa has often said he is ready 
to restart peace talks if the Tigers 
surrender their arms. The gov- 
ernment blames the Tigers for 
starting the civil war. 

In Batticaloa. where much of 
the fighting has taken place, 
troops are using the help of Tiger 
rivals to help identify rebels who 
bad mingjed with the townspeo- 
ple, residents said. 

2 Colombians 
extradited 
to U.S. 

BOGOTA (R) — Two Col- 
ombians wanted in the United 
States on drug trafficking charges 
were handed over to U.S. author- 
ities Saturday and flown to Flor- 
ida, the Colombian News Agen- 
cy, Colpreosa, reported. 

There was no immediate con- 
firmation from Colombia's 
national police or the U.S. 
embassy of the report. 

The news agency said Luis Car- 
bacas Acosta and Rafael Juliao 
Fernandez were taken from the 
national penitentiary south of 
Bogota Saturday under heavy 
security and handed over to U.S. 
Drag Enforcement Administra- 
tion agents at Bogota's El Dora- 
do International Airport. 

They were flown to a U.S. 
military base in Panama and then 
to Florida, it said. 

Carbacas Acosta was to be 
transferred to an undisclosed 
location in North Carolina where 
he is wanted for cocaine traffick- 
ing and money laundering. 

• Fernandez was to be put under 
the jurisdiction of a Florida court 
where he is wanted in connection 
with a drag trafficking case, the 
report said. 

Their extradition would bring 
to 17 the number of Colombians 
the government has banded over 
to U.S. jurisdiction. Another 13 
are awaiting extradition. 

A central aim of Colombia’s 
drag lords is to overturn the 
government's policy of extradit- 
ing alleged traffickers to the Un- 
ited States. 


nation to join NATO. 

U.S President George Bosh 
recently suggested a mutual dec- 
laration of non-aggression be- 
tween NATO and the Warsaw 
Pact — “stopping short of a 
formal treaty.” 

At their summit. Bosh and 
other leaders of the 16 NATO 
nations were expected to try to 
make the alliance appear less 
threatening to Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

In doing so, the West hopes 
Gorbachev will drop his objec- 
tions to NATO membership for a 
united Germany. 

In an interview with European 
reporters. Bosh was quoted as 
saying that it was his responsibil- 
ity “to by to convince Mr. Gorb- 
chev that what is proposed is not 
threatening. We’ve gpt a selling 
job to do.” 

Woemer said no decision has 
yet been made on “the concrete 
form of such a (non-aggression) 
declaration.” 

But he said he would prefer “a 
statement which dearly is based 
on member nations.” This was an 
apparent reference to a desire to 
steer clear of a bloc-to-bloc 
arrangement. Some worry such 
an accord would give support to 
the Warsaw Pact, which is in 
virtual collapse. 

The declaration would be part 
of a series of reassuring measures 
the West has offered to make to 
the Soviet Union. 

Gorbachev has opposed full 
and immediate membership for 
the new German state in NATO. 


Draft 

dodger 

hijacks 

Soviet 

plane 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A 19- 
year-old draft dodger armed with 
a fake grenade hijacked a Soviet 
plane to Sweden late Saturday in 
the sixth act of dir piracy against 
the Soviet carrier Aeroflot in 
three weeks. 

The hijacker surrendered 
shortly after midnight, and the 
plane, canying 152 passengers and' 
seven cfew, returned to the 
Soviet Union, officials at Stock- 
holm’s Arlanda airport said. 

“The main reason for the hi- 
jacking was that he did not want 
to do military service,” police 
inspector Lennart Pettersson 
said. The hijacker’s sole demand 
was to be allowed to stay in 
Sweden. 

The hijacker, a student in 
Leningrad, seized control of the 
Tupolev 154 aircraft on an inter- 
nal flight between Lvov and 
Leningrad by telling crew mem- 
bers he had a hand grenade. 

Police said the device tamed 
out to be a dummy. 

Pettersson said ft was possible 
tiie hijacker had three accom- 
plices, as first reported by police, 
but they had been unwilling to 
carry out their mission. 

Because neither the hijacker 
nor crew spoke English, Arlanda 
control asked the Swedish Air 
Force to help. Two Viggen milit- 
ary aircraft intercepted the 
Tupolev over the Baltic Sea and 
escorted it to Arlanda. 

The incident was the sixth hi- 
jacking of an Aeroflot plane since 
June 9, when 17-year-old Dmitri 
Semyonov forced a flight to di- 
vert to Arlanda. 

Semyonov is still being held 
pending a decision by Swedish 
authorities on the Soviet request 
for his extradition on charges of 
air piracy. 






Baltic 
presidents 
urge joint 
talks with 
Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — The leaders of 
the three Soviet Baltic republics 
have called for joint negotiations 
with Moscow on their independ- 
ence demands, an official in the 
Estonian capital Tallinn said 
Sunday. 

Lithuanian President Vytaotas 
Landsbergis, Estonian President 
Arnold Ruutel and Latvian Presi- 
dent Anatobjs Gorbunovs called 
for tire talks in a declaration 
Saturday evening, the offidal, 
Endel Lippmaa, said. 

The statement meant the Baltic 
republics agreed that the Esto- 
nians and Latvians should be 
induded in any negotiations be- 
tween Moscow ami Lithuania, 
Lippmaa said. 

The Lithuanian parliament Fri- 
day opened the way for talks by 
meeting a Kremlin demand that ft 
suspend its declaration of inde- 
pendence for the duration of dis- 
cussions. 

The Baltic presidents’ declara- 
tion was worked ont in a weekend 
meeting between Landsbergis 
and Ruutel in Tallinn, said Lipp- 
maa Minister Without Portfolio 
in foe Estonian government. 

Gorbunovs was not present but 
was represented by other Latvian 
officials. He agreed to foe dec- 
laration by telephone, Lippmaa 
said. 

The declaration called for 
three plus one’ talks between the 
three Baltic republics and 
Moscow. 


Peace Corps volunteer 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
The United Stales embassy said 
Sunday that Comm unis t rebels 
had kidnapped a ■ U.S. Peace 
Corps volunteer and were hold- 
ing him on the central island of 
Negros? 

>A retired Roman Catholic 
bishop said the American volun- 
teer had been “very friendly” 
with the New People’s Army 
(NPA) guerrillas before his re- 
ported abduction more than two 
weeks ago. 

Last week, the United Slates 
recalled the 261 Peace Corps 
volunteers in the Philippines after 
intelligence reports indicated that 
Communist rebels might try to' 
lrifl or kidnap foe volunteers. . 

U.S. authorities had said pre- 
viously rthat all the volunteers 
were accounted for. The volun- 
teers began leaving the Philip- 
pines Friday. 

A Peace Corps spokeswoman 
in Washington who asked not to 
be named said she had no in- 
formation about the kidnapping. 

Embassy spokesman Stanley 
Schrager It was believed 26- 
year-Olo Timothy Swanson of 
Wyoming, who had been in the 
Philippines since February was 
abducted on June 13. He said the 
embassy had made unsuccessful 
attempts to contact Swanson 
when the withdrawal of the Peace 
Corps volunteers was announced. 

Rev. Antonio Fortich. the re- 
tired Roman Catholic bishop of 
Negros, said in a telephone inter- 
view that Swanson’s Filipino wife 
told him rebels had taJcen the 
volunteer from his home in the 
village of Pa tag. She said she was 
told to say nothing about foe 
matter, he said. 

Last week, he said, Swanson’s 
wife received a letter from her 
husband saying he was all right 
and asking her to send some 
books and personal items. 


' President Corazoo Aquino’s 
press secretary -Tomas Gomez, 
said he had no information on the 
abduction but said it might have 
been avoided If the United States 
had consulted Philippine author- 
ities on security. 

- Schrager said foe embassy had 
dispatched diplomats!, to the Neg- 
ros dty of Bacolod. Negros, ab- 
out 500 kilometres southeast of 
Manila, is a stronghold of -the . 
rebel New Peoples Army, which 
has waged a 21-year insurgency 
and seeks to establish a Marxist 
State. 

On May 29, rebels on Negros 
kidnapped a Japenese aid work- 
er, Fumio Mizuno, and are be- 
lieved holding him in remote 
mountains near Bacolod. 

Schrager said foe embassy was 
convinced that the kidnappers . 
were* Communist, rebels, but re- 
fused to say what contacts, if any, 
had been made with foe kidnap- 
pers. 

The U.S. decision to withdraw 
the Peace Corps volunteers had 
drawn criticism from Philippines 
officials, who said the United 
States was overreacting to the 
alleged threats. 

On Saturday, Gomez said the 
decision to pull out the volunteers 
could be an obstacle in. forthcom- 
ing-talks on the future of UvS. 
bases in the country. The bases’ 
lease expires in September. 

Gomez said Sunday that U.S. 
authorities had not shared in- 
formation about tire reported re- 
bel threat. 

' “They refused to listen to a 
security briefing,” the presiden- 
tial spokesman said. '“Maybe if 
they did that, we could have 
prevented it.” 

Mrs. Aouino suggested before 
foe kidnapping was disclosed that 
U.S. officials should have con- 
sulted with Philippine officials 
about the withdrawal of the 
volunteers. 


U.S. reportedly to ease asylum rules 


NEW YORK (R) — The U.S. 
Justice Department has drafted 
new rules that would make it 
easier for foreigners to get asylum 
in foe United States, the New 
York Times reported Sunday. 

Under the rules, drafted after 
decades of debate, foe U.S. gov- 
ernment would maintain a docu- 
mentarian centre with informa- 
tion on human rights conditions, 
in foreign countries, the Times 
said. 

U.S. administration officials 
were not immediately available to 
comment on the Times report. 

The Times, quoting from what 


ft said was a confidential draft of 
foe new rules, said specially 
trained asylum officievs would 
use this information to decide 
whether the applicants might face 
persecution at borne. 

Applicants would not need to 
prove the probability of indi- 
vidual persecution if a homeland 
showed a pattern of persecuting 
their group, it said. 

Several studies have shown 
that decisions on whether or not 
to grant asylum have in the past 
reflected such political biases as 
U.S. foreign policy or the priori- 


ties of the immigration service, 
problems which foe new rules 
would reduce or eliminate, the 
New York Times said. 

In 1989, 9,229 people were 
approved for asylum, 31,547 were 
denied and 77,000 others were 
waiting tohear. 

Under foe new rales, an appli- 
cant who was turned down could 
renew the application . at a de- 
portation hearing before an im- 
migration judge, would be 
allowed to have a lawyer and 
could legally take a job while 
awaiting a decision. 


Mandela ends U.S. visit with 
rally; plans return in October 


OAKLAND. California (R) — 
Nelson Mandela has ended his 
triumphant visit to the United 
States, saying that he had been 
“inspired beyond imagination” 
by foe American people and 
announcing he would come again 
in October. 

Departing from his prepared 
speech, the South African anti- 
apartheid leader discussed that 
American Indians had appealed 
to him for support and he would 
visit them during his next trip, 
which is expected to include trips 
to Philadelphia and Chicago. 

The 71 -year-old deputy presi- 
dent of tbe African National Con- 
gress (ANC) wound up his 13-day 
North American visit, during 
which he visited eight U.S. cities, 
with a rousing rally at Oakland 
Coliseum Saturday. 

“We cannot turn back, we shall 
not turn back, you have inspired 
us beyond imagination,” be told a 
cheering crowd of 70,000. De- 
spite his gruelling schedule be felt 
“like an old battery that has been 
recharged." 

“And if I feel so young.. .it is 
the people of foe United States of 
America who are responsible for 


this," he said. 

Mandela was to leave Saturday 
for Ireland and England to con- 
tinue his world tour compaigning 
against apartheid. 

The South African leader flew 
to Oakland earlier Saturday from 
Los Angeles where he spoke to 
78,000 supporters at a stadium 
and attended a star-studded fund- 
raising dinner that raised more 
than $1 million for the ANC. 

“We came here as fighters 
attempting to eliminate apartheid 
and to have foe basic principle of 
one person, one vote introduced 
in our country,” Mandela said on 
arriving in Oakland. 

“We go away even more deter- 
mined to fight ... for the total 
elimination of apartheid, not 
tomorrow but today.” 

Oakland, a dty with a 50 per 
cent black population, ft also the 
constituency of congressmen Ron 
DeUums, a key anti-apartheid 
legislator who campaigned for 15 
years before Congress adopted 
sanctions against South Africa in 
1986. 

In each city Mandela visited, 
he has managed to identify with a 
variety of social problems and 


ethnic groups, from foe homeless 
in New York to white auto work- 
ers in Detroit to the “beautiful 
people of Hollywood.” 

“The purpose of the trip was to 
get his message about the current 
state of politics in South Africa 
and foe nature of his African 
National Congress struggle to foe 
American people,” said Roger 
Wilkins, chief American organis- 
er of the trip. 

"I think he has succeeded bril- 
liantly because he is an extraor- 
dinary human being and an able 
politician.” 

Swelakhe Sisulu, Mandela’s 
press secretary, nevertheless said 
he thought Mandela had taken 
the enthusiasm to his trip “in his 
stride.” 

’“He! has said it has been a 
humbling experience for him,” 
Sisulu said. 

Close aides said Mandela was 
in excellent health, but bis prog- 
ramme in the United States had 
been overscheduled and often cut 
into the time he needed to rest. 

“He has received the kind of 
adulation that could tax any- 
body’s health,” a dose ANC aide 
told Reuters. 
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